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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  cf  Health  ; School  Medical  Officer  ; Medical  Officer 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee ; Medical  Superin- 
tendent Isolation  Hospitals;  Medical  Superintendent  Tuberculosis 
Pavilion;  and  Police  Surgeon  to  the  Hyde  Borough  Police: — 

NICOLAS  GEBBIE,  M.D.,  Ch.B.  (Glas.),  D.P.H.  (Alanch.). 

Borough  Isolation  Hospitals: 

Matron : 

MISS  E.  PRIESTLEY. 


Deputy-Matron : 

MISS  D.  M.  WAR  BURTON. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses: 

x MRS.  W.  BARTON, 
x MISS  A.  A.  HOWORTH. 
x MISS  A.  SHUTTLEWORTH. 

Sanitary  Inspectors : 

HARVEY  J.  MILES  A.R.S.l. 

FRED  ALLSOP,  M.S.I.A.,  C'.S.M.F.I. 

(Also  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  and  Drainage  Inspector). 

Refuse  Removal  Department : 

Foreman:  JAMES  A.  SMITH. 


Clerical  Staff: 

Chief  Clerk  HUBERT  PIKE,  A.R.S.l. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Sch  ;ol  ATedical  Clerk: 

MISS  GERTRUDE  H.  STAMP 

Junior  Clerk  WILLIAM  BAILEY,  C.R.S.l. 

x State  Registered  Nurse;  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board; 
and  Health  \ isitors’  C ertificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Public  Health  Department, 
1'own  1 1 .1 1 1 , H Y D h , 
March,  I!  12(5 . 


l't>  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Hyde. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  upon  the  Sanitary  Circum- 
stances, the  Sanitary  Administration,  and  t hr-  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Borough  of  Hyde  for  the  year  192o. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
contained  in  Circuit. r tils  of  10th  December,  192b,  this  report  is  a 
Survey  Report  of  the  series  and  deals  comprehensively  with  the 
various  measures  taken  locally  in  the  interests  of  the  Public  Health 
during  the  preceding  five  years. 

Wherever  possible  comparative  statistics  for  the  five  years  1921  to 
192";  have  been  included. 

The  Report  for  1921  was  the  work  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  C.  S. 
Thomson,  but  the  reports  of  the  remaining  four  years  under  review 
are  from  my  pen. 

I heartily  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  J.  Bennett,  and  to 
all  the  members  of  the  Staff,  for  their  willing  co-operation  and  valu- 
able assistance  to  me  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Department,  and 
to  my  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  H.  Pike,  for  his  help  in  the  preparation  of 
this  report. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  same  kindly  consideration  which 
has  been  shown  to  me  during  the  past  four  years  will  be  extended  to 
my  successor  by  the  Chairman,  and  all  the  members  of  the  various 
Committees. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


N.  G EBB  IE. 
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NATURAL  AND  COCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Hyde  is  an  Industrial  town  situatid  in  the  North-eastern  portion 
of  the  County  ot  Cheshire.  Essentially  a “Cotton  Town,”  Hyde  is 
fortunate  in  that  it  is  not  entirely  dependent  upon  a single  industry 
for  its  prosperity.  Its  industrial  activates  are  many  and  various,  and 
include  Cotton  Spinning,  Weaving  and  Doubling,  Engineering  and 
Boiler  making,  Hat  Manufacture,  Leather  and  Leather  cloth  manu- 
facture, Rubber  manufacture,  Printing  and  Stationery  manufacture, 
Glove  making,  and  many  subsidiary  occupations.  Situated  on  rising 
ground  overlooking  the  Manchester  Plain,  placed  on  the  extreme  edge 
of  the  industrial  area  of  which  Manchester  is  the  centre,  and 
embracing  within  its  borders  part  of  Werneth  Low,  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  of  the  Cheshire  Hills,  Hyde  has  many  amenities. 

These  natural  advantages,  together  with  the  industrial  prospects 
of  the  town,  are  admirably  dealt  with  in  a brochure  from  the  pen 
of  Alderman  T.  Middleton,  of  Hyde,  entitled  “Hyde  as  an  Industrial 
Centre  and  place  of  residence.” 

The  climate  of  the  district  is  variable.  Dull  drab  days  and 
drizzling  rain  predominate,  and  the  Sun’s  rays  are  inhibited  by  the 
smoke  cloud  which  the  rapid  march  of  industrialism  has  left  in  its 
trail. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area  (in  acres)  3,080  acres. 

Population  (Census  1921) 33,437. 

Population  (Census  1921,  amended)  34,130. 

Population  (Registrar  Gener;  l’s  estimate  at  middle  of 

1923)  33,300. 

Structurally  separate  dwellings  occupied  8,345. 

Number  of  private  families  8,443. 

Density  of  Population,  i.e.,  number  of  persons  per  acre  ...  10.9. 


Rateable  Value  : — 

HYDE 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


Land. 
£ 1 ,»b2 


Buildings. 

£193,331 

£716. 


The  period  under  review  1921  to  1925  has  been  marked  locally  as 
a time  of  industrial  depression  involving  the  cotton  trade  and 
engineering  and  allied  trades. 

Fortunately  there  are  signs  of  improvement,  although  the  number 
of  those  unemployed  and  ot  workers  on  short  time  is  still  regrettably 
high. 


I am  indebted  to  H;  try  Barlow,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Stockport 
Board  of  Guardians,  for  the  following  particulars  with  reference  to 
the  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  in  Hyde. 

1.  The  amount  of  outdoor  relief  expended  in  respect 

<1  the  parish  of  Hyde  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 

19-r>  £6,823  9s.  3d. 

2.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  from  the  Parish  of 

Hyde  to  the  Stepping  Hill  Hospital  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1925  1 19 

3.  The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  Hyde  District 

Medical  Officer  for  the  vear  ended  31st  December 
1925  ’ in 


and 

Walo: 


l'otal  \ umlirr  of  Births 

Registc  t ed Id1 

Birth  Rato  per  1 .(!(>(;  I 1.2 

Total  Number  of  Deaths 

Registered . . . 1 1(5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 10.0 

l'otal  Number  of  Deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases 7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Births 70.0 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  0.00 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 1.2 


Great  Smaller 
s Towns.  Towns. 

10.0  ...  I s.s  ...  is. it 

12.2  ...  1 1.2  ...  1 1.7 

75  ...  70  ...  7 1 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  Hyde  (including  Newton  and  Godley)  as 
recorded  at  the  1921  Census,  was  00,407,  a figure  which  was  subse- 
quently amended  to  04,100. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
Borough  at  the  middle  of  1 9 2 a is  00,500. 

The  total  area  of  the  Borough  is  0,080  acres. 

The  density  of  the  population  is  10.9  per  acre. 

BIRTHS. 

The  numl  er  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was — 


Legitimate  Males  210,  Females  205.  Total  115. 

Illegitimate Males  (i,  Females  9.  Total  15. 


0.0  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered  were  illegitimate. 

BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,0U0. 

1921.  1922  1920.  1921.  1925. 

HYDE  20.1  ...  16.5  ...  10.4  ...  14.7  ...  14.2 

ENGLAND  ,v  WALES.  22.4  ...  20.6  ...  19.7  ...  18.8  ...  19.0 

157  SMALLER  TOWNS  22.7  ...  20.5  ...  19.8  ...  18.9  ...  18.0 

Of  the  160  births  registered  locally  in  1925,  21(5  were  Males  and 
214  Females. 

For  the  quinquennial  period  under  review,  the  Births  registered 
were  as  follows:— 

Year.  Total  Number  of  Births  Registered.  Males.  Females. 


121  (599  010  ...  .059 

122  551  285  ...  26(5 

120  540  287  ...  250 

>24 is  I 245  ...  206 

125  100  216  ...  214 


The  outstanding  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  period  under 
review  is  the  marked  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate.  I his  rapid  fall  can  he 
accounted  for  to  a certain  extent  by  the  fact  that  the  period  covered 
in  this  survey  commences  with  the  post  war  years,  during  which  the 
Birth  Rate  was  abnormally  high.  The  fall  in  the  birth  rate  locally 
reflects  the  fall  which  is  taking  place  throughout  the  country  generally. 
So  far  this  decreased  birth  rate  has  not  been  accompanied  by  a corre- 
sponding fall  in  the  general  death  rate,  but  fortunately  the  fall  in  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  been  maintained. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  and  Rheumatism,  with  its 
Cardiac  complications,  continue-  to  rank  in  Hyde  as  the  most  important 
of  the  “Captains  of  the  men  of  Death.”  Undoubtedly  the  climatic 
conditions  which  obtain  locally  play  a most  important  part  in  the 
causation  of  these  ailments,  especially  at  a time  when  the  standard  of 
living  of  the  people  has  been  lowered  as  the  result  of  industrial 
depression. 

Similarly  overcrowding,  in  consequence  of  the  housing  shortage, 
tends  to  lower  the  vitality  of  the  people  by  limiting  the  movements 
of  the  family  within  the  dwelling,  and  by  seriously  interfering  with 
the  supply  of  fresh  air  to  the  household. 


TABLE 

1.— BIRTHS 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1925. 

Month. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

T otal. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

January  

. 23 

24 

47 

February 

. lb 

13 

bO 

bl 

101 

March 

. 1 1 

14 

April  

. 12 

18 

30 

Mav  

. 14 

23 

37  ! 

39  1 

bo 

6b 

116 

June  

. 24 

2b 

July  

. 2b 

19 

44 

3,' 

1 

August  

. 17 

21 

b9 

bb 

124 

September  

. 17 

22 

39 

October  

. 19 

2b 

44-3 

November  

. 24 

18 

« 

o7 

02 

119 

December  

1 1 

19 

33  J 

21b 

244 

460 

Registrar’s  Returns  (all  births) 

Illegitimate  Births  (local  returns) 
Illegitimate  Births  (Registrar’s  return) 


y 

TABLE  2. — MONTHLY  AMD  WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
BIRTHS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Month. 

Hyde. 

N ewton. 

God  ley.. 

Tots 

lanuarv 

11 

o 

1 

17 

February  

20 

<1 

...  20 

March  

IS 

<) 

1 

23 

April  

21 

«) 

...  30 

Mac 

26 

s 

3 

...  37 

June  

.36 

1 1 

*) 

10 

1 11 1 v 

.32 

II  ... 

1 ... 

...  1 1 

Aupust 

os 

i 2 ... 

1 ... 

...  11 

September 

27 

11  ... 

1 

. . . 30 

October  

.31 

12 

1 

...  14 

November  

20 

13  ... 

12 

December  

21 

s 

1 

...  33 

33.3 

113  . 

...  12  ... 

...  160 

TABLE  3.— ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  1925  (LOCAL  RETURNS). 


Ward.  Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Hyde  ...  3 7 12 

Newton I 2 :i 


Godle\ 
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TABLE  4 — COMPARISON  OF  LOCAL  BIRTH  RATE  WITH 


THAT  OF 

ENGLAND  AND 

WALES. 

England  and 

Year.  Population. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate.  Wales. 

1001  

32,766  

815  

24.82 

28.5 

1002  

33,048 

858  

25.06 

28.5 

100:1  

33,370 

855  

25.61 

28.5 

1001  

33,687  

812  

24.10 

28.0 

1 905  

33.866 

7 •")  7 

22.35 

27.3 

100(»  

34,033 

781  

22.03 

27.2 

1007  

34.165 

718  

21.89 

26.5 

1908  

33,459 

827  

23.00 

26.7 

1000  . 

34,669 

721  

20.79 

25.8 

I01O  

34,833 

723  

20.75 

25.1 

1011  

34,497 

7 14  

22.48 

24.4 

1912  

33,728 

770  

22.91 

23.8 

1913  

33,022 

722  

21.4 

23.0 

1914  

3 1,084 

689  

20.36 

22  9 

1015  

32,655 

606  

18.67 

21.8 

1010  

31,176 

628  

18.34 

21.6 

1917  

1018  

34,042 

108  

14.6 

17.7 

1910  

33.008 

515  

15.18 

18.5 

1920  

33  444 

739  

21.7 

25.4 

1921  

34,130 

600  

20.4 

22.4 

1022  

34,110 

5 65  

16.5 

20.6 

1923  

34,030 

561  

16.4 

10.7 

1024  

33,770 

407  

14.7 

18.8 

1825  

33,500 

479  

14.2 

18.3 

STILL 

BIRTHS. — The  number  of  Still  Births  in  10 

25  was  18. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of 

Deaths  which  occurred  in 

the  Borough 

according  to 

the  Registrar 

General’s  return  was  116.  Of  these  deaths 

206  were  Males  and  240  F 

(■males. 

Year. 

Total  Number  of  Births  Registered.  Males 

Females. 

1921  

486  

223 

263 

1022  ... 

135  

204 

231 

1023  

438 

•>|S 

220 

1924  

173 

225 

248 

1025  

446  

206 

240 

Weekly 

returns  from 

the  local  registrars 

show  the 

total  number 

of  deaths  to 

be  335,  i.e.  I ll  Males  and  104  1 

'emales. 

In  addition  information  was  received 

from  the  Registrar 

General  of  the  occurrence 

of  111  transferable 

deaths ; of 

these  65  were 

Males  and  46  Females. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  14.2. 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1 ,0G0  OF  THE 

POPULATION. 

1921.  1022 

1923. 

1024.  1925. 

HYDF.  ... 

11.1  ...  12.7 

12.0  ... 

11.0  ...  14.2 

ENGLAND 

c\  WALES 

12.1  ...  12.0 

11.6  ... 

12.2  ...  12.2 

157  SMALL 

ER  TOWNS 

...  13.0  ... 

10.6  ... 

11.2  ...  11.2 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease,  Cancer, 
Bronchitis,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia. 

I he  number  of  deaths  recorded  amongst  women  in  or  in  conse- 
quence of  childbirth  was  2. 


1 1 

TABLE  5.— REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  RETURN  TABLE 


\ 1 1 case> 


Cause  of  Death. 


Males. 

200 


Females. 

. -Jin 


in 


13 
I I 
15 
10 


If) 

2(i 

2 1 
.)•> 

23 

24 


•Is 


29 

30 

31 


Enteric  Fever 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

Rheumatic  fever 

Diabetes  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

Heart  Disease  

Arterio-sclerosis  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (till  forms)  

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years)  

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

Other  accidenis  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 

parturition 

Congenital  debility  <y  malformation,  premature 

birth 

Suicide  

Other  deaths  from  violence  

Other  defined  diseases  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Total  

Illegitimate 

Total  Births 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 


I 


(i 

Jti 


I 

15 
20 
I I 
lb 
it; 


i 


6 

5 

b 

32 

IS 

5 

225 

213 


Population  33.500. 


23 


17 

34 


lb 


S 

I 

57 


17 

1 

25  I 
243 

11 


TABLE  6 — MONTHLY  DEATHS  OF  MALES  AND  FEMALES. 


Month. 

Males. 

F emales. 

Total 

Tanuarr 

. ...  11  .. 

...  15  . .. 

29 

Februarv  

...  13  .. 

20 

. . 33 

March 

12 

...  15 

07 

April ...  . 

. ...  15 

23  ... 

. 33 

Mav  ... 

10 

1 1 

24 

lune  

0 

9 

15 

Julv 

15  . . 

II  ... 

. 20 

Xug’ist  

9 

. . . 13  .... 

*>*) 

September  

1 

13 

] 7 

October  

II 

10 

•>7 

November  

II 

...  13  .... 

‘>9 

December  

. . . . 21 

..  13 

Outside  Districts... 

05 

...  10  .... 

111 

200 

...  240  .... 

. 1 10 

12 


TABLE  7.  — DEATHS  1925,  MONTHLY  AND  WARD 
DISTRIBUTION. 


Total 


Month. 

Hyde. 

Newton. 

Godley 

Months. 

Quarter 

J anuary 

99 

5 

9 

29 

) 

February  

. ...  21 

12 

— 

33 

39 

March  

24 

3 

27 

1 

April  

26 

1 1 

i 

3,3 

I 

May 

. ...  17 

6 

i 

24 

/ 1 

fune 

9 

6 

15 

\ 

luly  

...  21 

4 

i 

26 

) 

August 

. ...  in 

3 

— 

22 

65 

September  

....  15 

— 

9 

17 

\ 

October 

22 

3 

9 

27 

) 

N ovember 

. ...  25 

4 

— 

29 

104 

December  

13 

9 

43 

\ 

Outside  Districts 

ss 

22 

i 

111 

111 

242 

1)2 

12 

446 

446 

STATEMENT  OF  MARRIAGES  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  HYDE 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1925. 


CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND: 


Gee  Cross,  Holy  Trinity 12 

Hyde,  St.  George 41 

Hyde,  St.  Thomas 51 

Godlev-cum-Newton  Green,  St.  John  13 

Newton  in  Mottram,  St.  Mary  11 

Newton,  Flowery  Field,  St.  Stephen  15 


NONCONFORMIST: 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Norfolk  Street,  Hyde  7 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Stockport  Road,  Gee  Cross  3 

Congregational  Church,  Union  Street,  Hyde  3 

Zion  Chapel,  Stockport  Road,  Hyde  8 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel,  Joel  Lane,  Gee  Cross...  2 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel,  Hoviley  Brow,  Hyde  ...  5 

Flowery  Field  Church,  Flowery  Field,  Hyde  12 

Baptist  Ch;  pel,  Chapel  Street,  Hyde  4 

Hyde  Chapel,  Gee  Cross,  Hyde  I I 

United  Methodist  Church,  George  Street,  Hyde  3 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Commercial  Street,  Newton  2 

Rosemount  Chapel,  Bennett  Street,  Newton 6 

United  Methodist  Church,  Ashton  Rd.,  Newton  Moor  3 

United  Methodist  Church,  Muslin  Street,  Newton...  5 

St.  Paul’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Newton  Green...  11 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES — 1901-1925.  HYDE ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


l.'t 


8 S 


O 

•o 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  of  Infants  under  one 
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TABLE  9.— DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 
OF  AGE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 

MONTHLY,  QUARTERLY,  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


Month. 

January  

February 

March  

\pril  

May  

June  

July  

August 

September  

October  

November  

Decembet  

Outside  Districts 


I, vile.  Newtol).  (ioilloy. 


Month. 

(i 


Total 
qua  i't  er. 


I I 


s ,v> 


:r> 


INQUESTS. 

2d  Inquests  were  held  in  the  district  during  192d,  as  against  2d  in 

1921. 

The  certified  causes  of  death  were  as  under: — 

Accidental  Death 2 

Suicide : — 

Drowning 1 

Cut  Throat  2 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning 2 


Natural  Causes : — 

Pneumonia 6 

Heart  Disease 6 

Convulsions 2 

Bronchitis 1 

Still  Born  1 

Other  Causes  2 


The  Coroner  ; Iso  caused  inquiries  to  be  made  into  three  other 
cases. 

There  were  no  uncertified  Deaths  returned  by  the  Local  Registrars 
in  1 9 2 o . 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  by  medical  practitioners  and 
inquest  cases  for  192d  were: 

Certified  by  Medical  Practitioners 12  1 

Certified  by  Coroner 22 

Of  the  111  transferable  deaths,  10(5  were  certified  by  Hospital 


Surgeon,  end  d by  the  Coroner. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


( 1 )  Tuberculosis  : 

At  the  Hyde  Isolation  Hospital,  one  of  the  Pavilions  with  accom- 
modation for  do  patients  is  leased  by  the  Hyde  Borough  Council  to  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

This  Pavilion  is  used  by  the  County  Council  for  the  treatment  of 
advanced  cases  of  Tuberculosis  amongst  males.  Your  Medic;  1 Officer 
of  Health  is  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Miss  Priestley,  Matron  of 
the  Hyde  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  is  also  Matron  of  the  Tuber- 
culosis Pavilion. 


(2)  Maternity: 

No  provision  for  the  Hospital  treatment  of  Maternity  cases  has 
been  made  within  the  Borough. 

Your  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  have  had  under 
consideration  the  establishment  of  a Maternity  Home  in  the  Borough. 

In  1024  all  the  neighbouring  authorities  were  approached  in  the 
matter,  and  were  asked  to  state  whether  they  would  be  prepared  to 
join  with  the  Borough  of  Hyde  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a Maternity  Home'.  The  replies  received  from  these  authorities 
were  not  encouraging,  and  the  matter  has  been  left  in  abeyance.  It 
will  be  advisable  for  this  question  to  be  reconsidered  by  the  Hyde 
Town  Council  as  soon  as  financial  considerations  will  permit  the 
necessary  expenditure. 


(3)  Children: 

There  are  no  Hospitals  with  beds  for  the  tretament  of  children 
within  the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Hyde. 


(4)  Fevers: 

The  Hyde  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  provides  accommodation 
for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  not  only  from  the 
Borough,  but  also  from  the  area  of  the  numerous  adjoining  author- 
ities which  retain  beds  for  this  purpose.  Full  particulars  of  the 
administration,  etc.,  of  this  Hospital  arc'  given  in  another  section  of 
this  Report  (page  IS  to  page  52) . 


(6)  Smallpox: 

I he  H\  de  Borough  Smallpox  Hospital  provides  accommodation 
for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Smallpox  from  Hyde,  and  also  from  the 
areas  of  those  adjoining  authorities  which  retain  beds  for  this  purpose 
—vide  page  18  to  page  62  of  this  report. 


(6)  Other: 

There  are  no  other  Hospitals  in  the  area,  nor 
exist  in  Hyde  for  the  institution:  1 treatment  of 
Illegitimate  Infants,  or  Homeless  Children. 


does  accommodation 
Unmarried  Mothers, 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases: 

One  Motor  Ambulance  (Crosslev)  is  reserved  for  the  transport 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (except  Smallpox).  This  ambulance  is 
kept  temporarily  at  the  Fire  Station,  and  is  driven  by  one  of  the 
drivers  on  the  staff  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 
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A smaller  motor  ambulance  (Wolseley)  is  similarly  used  for 
Smallpox  cases.  1 he  body  of  this  ambulance  is  detachable  to  enable 
the  chassis  to  be  used  for  other  purposes  when  it  is  not  required  for 
Smallpox  work.  This  car  is  also  kept  at  the  Fire  Station. 

I hose  two  ambulances  will  I e kept  at  the  Ffospitals  as  soon  as 
Garage  accommodation  is  available. 

1 he  change  fiom  horse-drawn  to  motor  vehicles  for  Infectious 
Disease  cases  has  been  made  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 
The  arrangements  now  in  operation  have  worked  well,  thanks  to  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Constable,  Mr.  J.  W.  A.  Danbv 
with  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Cases  are  removed  to  Hospital  more  expeditiously,  more  carefully 
and  more  economically  than  was  the  case  formerly. 

( b ) Fcr  rcn-infecticus  and  accident  cases: 

( ffie  motor  ambulance—  C rossley—  is  kept  at  the  Fire  Station  for 
accident,  etc,,  cases,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Constable. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres: 

(a)  At  Rosemount  Chapel  School,  once  weekly  for  Babies. 

(b)  At  Parsonage  Street  Centre  thrice  weekly  for  Babies. 

(c)  At  Parsonage  Street  Centre  once  weekly  for  Mothers. 

id)  At  Parsonage  Street  Centre  once  weekly  for  Orthopaedic 
Cases 

2.  Day  Nui series:  None. 

3 School  Clinics: 

(a)  At  Mechanics’  Institute,  Hyde,  for  Minor  Ailments,  daily, 

except  Sundays. 

(b)  At  Mechanics’  Institute,  Hyde,  for  Refractions— once  weekly. 

(c)  At  Mechanics’  Institute,  Hyde,  for  Dental  Treatment,  twice 

weekly. 

4.  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries: 

File  District  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  Beeley  Street,  Hyde,  on  Mondays,  10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m., 
and  on  Wednesdays,  10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.,  and  2 p.m.  to  4-30  p.m., 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

Treatment  Centres  fcr  Venereal  Diseases: 

There  are  none  within  the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Hyde. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General: 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  homes  of  the  people  is  obtained 
through  the  Hyde  District  Nursing  Association,  in  affilation  with 
Queen  A'ctoria’s  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses. 

1 he  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  local  assocation  is  W.  Hudson, 
Hillside,  Back  Bower  Lane,  Hyde.  The  Nursing  Association’ 
which  is  entirely  a voluntary  institution,  employs  two  nurses,  who 
give  their  whole  time  to  this  work.  These  nurses  arc'  obtained 
through  the  Queen  Alexandra’s  Nursing  Service  Institution. 


is 


Midwives : 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  authoirty  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  the  Midwives  practising  in  this  area,  under  the  Mid- 
wives  Act,  1918. 

No  cases  of  infringement  of  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  were  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
1925. 

Several  instances  of  minor  irregularities  in  the  work  of  local 
midwives  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year,  and  the  midwife 
was  interviewed  and  cautioned  by  me  in  each  case. 

There  are  10  midwives  practising  in  this  area. 

Chemical  Work: 

Chemical  Analyses  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  speci- 
mens of  various  kinds  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, York  Place,  Manchester.  The  following  information  as  to  the 
number  of  specimens  sent  from  Hyde  during  1925  has  kindly  been 
supplied  by  Professor  W.  W.  C.  Topley,  the  Director  of  the  Labor- 
atories : — 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MANCHESTER. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  BACTERIOLOGY  AND  PREVENTIVE 

MEDICINE. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  MADE  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1925  FOR  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  HYDE. 

Bovine 

Human  Tuber-  Water. 

Typhoid  Tuberculosis  culosis  Bacterio- 


Month. 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Sputum. 

milk 

logical 

Posi- 

lJosi- 

l’osi- 

Posi- 

Total 

tive. 

Total  tive. 

Total. 

tive. 

Total,  tive. 

Tota ! . 

January  .. 

. 11 

— 

i 

— 

— 

9 

— 

February. 

. . . 24 

4 

— — 

— 

— 

2 1 

— 

March  ... 

. . . 26 

1 

— 





9 



April 

...  1.4 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

9 

— 

May  

...  29 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

9 

— 

June 

...  14 

I 

— — 

— 

— 

9 

— 

July 

. . . 14 

— 

i 

— 

— 



— 

August  ... 

...  17 

1 

i 

— 



4 



September 

..  17 

9 

i — 





— 4 



October. . . 

. . . 42 

4 

i 





4 — 

N ovember 

. 42 

9 





9 

December 

...  11 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

244 

14 

9 

— 

— 

22  5 

1 

Various  Investigations.  Number  of  Samples. 

** 

Milks,  Coli,  etc 2 

Pigs  Intestine  and  Stomach  2 

Urine  " 5 

F aeces •> 


Total  Number  of  Specimens  in  List  A ‘><36 

Total  Number  of  Specimens  in  List  B ...  ...  ” s 


**Grand  Total  of  Specimens  received  274 


*27,V  is  co.unte(!  to  the  last  Saturday  in  each  Month. 

**lhe  Numbers  given  m this  column  and  in  the  (iraml  Total 
the  number  of  initial  specimens  or  samples  which  formed 
“various  investigations”  in  the  course  of  which  a 
specimens  may  have  had  to  be  examined  for  tin 


refer  to 
the  basis  of 
greater  number  of 
purpose  of  study. 


at 


A few  miscellaneous 
ie  Laboratory,  Town 


-penmens  were 
I a 1 1 . Hyde,  as 


investigated  and  examined 

fol lows  : — 


EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  AT  THE  LABORATORY 
TOWN  HALL,  HYDE,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925 


Specimen. 

Hairs 

Throat  Films  ...  . 
Pus  

Disease. 

. ...Vincents  Angina 

Poe-  Neg- 
1 1 i v c a t i \ e 

(j  5 

») 

Urine  

Blood... 

Urine  

Fish  

| 

Intestines  (Pig)  ... 

...  Fnteritis  ...  . 

| 

Turkey  

| 

Mutton  

...  Bra xv 

In  addition  to  the  abov 


e a number  of 


Total. 


1 

d 


l 


1 

Butter  Beans  from  four 
and  several 


of  Bean  Weevil, 


sources  were  examined  for  the  presence 
Beans  were  found  to  be  infected. 

ca™C;l'rbl'r  S nirt  .T'est  was  carrietl  out  at  the  Laboratory  in 
samples  ot  milk.  rhr  results  of  this 

where  in  this  report,  vide  page  87. 


test  are  set  out  in  detail  else- 

page 

ter  fnreCi^'nS  °l  SpUtUn?  w'ere  s‘''it  the  County  Laboratory,  Che, 
t<r,  tor  examination,  with  the  following  results:— 

Positive.  Negative.  Total 

|L>  217 

control eofa, he  HiStHr;ltlR0n  °f  ^ ood  and  Acts  is  under  the 

control  ot  the  Hyde  Borough  Police,  and  the 

as  to  the  work  done  by  the  Public 

supplied  by  the  Chief  Constable:— 


following  information 
Analyst  during  1925  has  been 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year  II  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 


New  Milk 

Pepper  

Coffee  

Ground  Rice  

Rum  and  Coffee  .. 
Self-Raising  Flour 
C hocolate  Liquers 

Wafer  O ats 

Quaker  Oats  

Mixed  Spice 

Sugar  

Borax  

lam  

Lemon  Curd 

S:  lad  Cream  

Magnesia 

Marmalade  

Baking  Powder... 

( ake  Mixture 

Cheese 

Margarine  

Mince  Meat 


with  one 

oi  ,\ew  Milk  taken  in  the  lS)t> 
contain  1.8ft  per  cent,  of  added  water 

Tned  /Lr°SerUti0n  followcd>  and  the  29th  April  the  trad 


er  was 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Local  Acts  ard  special  Local  Orders  relating  to  the  Public  Health-. 

187U.  The  Hyde  Local  Board  (Waterworks)  Act. 

1895.  The  Hyde  Order,  1895,  for  altering  Hyde  Local  Board  (Water- 
works) Act,  1870. 

190:5.  The  Hyde  Corporation  Act. 

1912.  The  Hyde  Order,  1912,  for  partially  repealing  and  altering  the 
Hyde  Local  Board  (Waterworks)  Act,  1870,  and  the  Hyde 
Corporation  Act,  190:5. 

1921.  Order  No.  (j70.'51  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  fixing  scale  of 
charges  for  water  supply. 


General  Adoptive  Acts  relating  tc  the  Public  Health: 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  adopted  9th  March, 
1891. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  came  into  operation 
14th  April,  1891. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  was  adopted  on  Sth  May,  1899, 
and  came  into  operation  on  1:5th  June,  1899. 


Bye-laws  relating  to  the  Public  Health: 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire. 
Waterworks. 

Market. 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops,  etc. 
Slaughter-houses. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Cemetery. 

School  Attendance. 

Pleasure  Grounds. 

Parasitic  Mange. 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements. 
Public  Baths. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream. 


The  Hyde  Borough  ( ouncil  renders  financial  aid  to  the  following 
Voluntary  Hospitals  : — 


To  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary .‘50  guineas  annually. 

To  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne...  50  guineas  annually. 


, PU  Hyde  Education  Authority  have  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  Board  of  Management  of  tin-  District  Infirmarv,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  for  operative  treatment  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  at  /I  Ms  (id 

per  case,  and  for  X-Rays  treatment  of  Tinea  of  the  Sraln  at  10s  (id 
per  case.  * * 


In  addition  the  Hyde  1, duration  Authority  subscribes  two  guineas 
a year  to  the  Manchester  Royal  hive  Hospital. 

In  1921  Ills  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Hyde,  Alderman  James 
Hibl  ert,  J.l’..  launched  lus  scheme  for  contributions  at  the  rate  of  Id. 
pet  week,  to  be  made  by  the  workpeople  in  the  town  towards  the 
.Mayor  of  Hyde's  Hospital  Funds.  I'he  scheme  has  met  with  a large 
measure  of  success,  and  the  results  will  materially  help  to  swell  the 
loc.  1 contributions  made  to  the  various  Hospitals  each  year. 

Hospital  provision  for  non- Infectious  cases  is  available  at  the 
Ashton-under-Lyne  District  Infirmary,  at  the  various  Hospitals  in 
Manchester,  and  at  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary,  Stepping  Hill,  Stock- 
port. 

The  following  statement  as  to  the  number  of  recommendations 
for  Hospital  treatment  issued  during  1926  has  kindly  been  supplied 
by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Mr.  S.  Booth,  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department,  has  carried  out 
the  duties  of  steward  for  recommends  for  the  Hospital  Funds  con- 
cerned : — 

MAYOR  OF  HYDE’S  HOSPITAL  SUNDAY  FUND  AND 
WORKPEOPLE’S  HOSFIIAL  SATURDAY  FUND. 


Report  as  tc  Recommendations  of  Patients  to  Institutions  from  the 
1st  January,  1925,  to  31st  December,  1925. 


Institutions  to  which 

No.  of 

No.  of 
individual 

No.  of 
renewal 

patients  recommended. 

recommenda- 

patients 

recommen- 

tions  issued. 

represented. 

dations. 

District  Infirmary,  Ashton-u-Lyne 
In-patients  

Sk-> 

89* 

16 

Out-patients 

. ...  182* 

63 

9 

Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester  : 

In-patients 

GG 

G2 

1 

( )ut-patients  

. ...  16 

16 

Nil 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester: 

ln-patients 

. . . . 3 

3 

Nil 

< )ut-patients 

3 

3 

Nil 

Hvde  Sick  Kitchen  

62 

30 

Manchester  Royal  Eve  Hospital  .. 

. . . . 13 

13 

Nil 

Devonshire  Hospital,  Buxton 

s 

i 

1 

Manchester  Children’s  Hospital, 
Gartside  Street  Dispensary  

a n d 

. ...  !) 

9 

Nil 

Southport  Convalescent  Home 

. ...  31 

30 

l 

Manchester  cV  Salford  Medical  Che 
I nside 

rit irs  : 

s v, 

10% 

1 

Nil 

Outside 

Stockport  Infirmary 

1 

Nil 

47o  .327  GO 

* Including  110  Out-patient  recommendations,  representing  22  Indi- 
vidual In-patients,  which  figure  is  included  in  the  number  of 
individual  in-patients  represented  in  column  2,  viz.,  89. 

This  figure  is  mad.-  up  of  A Roval  Infirmary  “Inside”  R, -com- 
mendations, 3 St.  Mary  s Hospital  “Inside”  Recommendations,  and 
2 Ancoats  Hospital  “Outside”  Recommendations. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water : 

The  following  summary  of  information  with  regard  to  the  suffi- 
ciency and  quality  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  has  been  kindly 
supplied  by  James  H.  Ward,  Esq.,  M.lnst.  M.  and  C.E.,  M.R.S.I., 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Waterworks  Engineer: — 

“The  Domestic  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  received  from  the 
Manchester  Corporation  in  hulk  from  their  Longdcndalc  Watershed. 

The  supply  is  constant. 

A large  portion  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  gravitation,  but, 
for  the  remainder,  a pumping  station  has  had  to  be  installed  to 
pump  water  to  Service  Reservoirs,  containing  several  days’  supply, 
tor  the  higher  portions  of  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  is  7,768,  out  of  a total  of  approx- 
imately 7,!)I4  in  the  Borough. 

No  action  for  contamination  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

There  are  46  miles,  0 furlongs,  147  yards  of  water  mains  of  vary- 
ing diameters  in  the  Borough,  of  which  2 miles,  0 furlongs,  117  yards 
were  laid  during  1925.” 

During  the  year  six  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  sources 
suspected  to  be  contaminated,  and  were  submitted  to  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Man- 
chester. 

The  results  were  reported  to  the  committee,  and  appropriate 
action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Rivers  and  Streams : 

One  complaint  as  to  pollution  of  the  River  Tame  was  received 
and  investigated  during  the  year.  After  a fairly  long  spell  of  dry 
weather,  the  river,  which  was  very  low,  was  seen  to  be  polluted  with 
faecal  matter.  The  banks  of  the  river  were  carefully  searched  for 
possible  sources  of  pollution  as  far  as  the  Borough  boundaries.  As 
contamination  was  found  to  be  present  in  the  river  as  it  entered  this 
area,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Rivers  Board, 
and  the  pollution  was  soon  rectified. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

1 he  following  information  as  to  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the 
Borough  is  avaiable  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Ward,  the 
Borough  Surveyor. 

1 he  I own  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system,  though  in  many 
cases,  where  possible,  separate  surface  water  sewers  have  been  laid 
with  connection  to  water  courses. 

I he  length  of  I ttblic  Main  Sewers  in  the  Borough  is  26  miles  1 
furlong,  108  yards;  in  addition,  1.4  miles,  I furlong  189  yards  ’of 
sewers  have  been  land  in  Private  Streets,  and  subsequently  main- 
tained by  the  Corporation. 

The  total  number  of  manholes  in  the  Borough  is  778. 


Practicallv  all  the  town  area  is  cove 

red 

by  th 

e sewerage  system, 

only  a few  isolated  cottages,  houses  and  f; 
The  works  completed  during  the  year  1925 

arms 

arc  : 

being 

u nconnected. 

Public  Street  Sewers: 

miles  fur. 

yds 

miles  fur.  v<ls. 

Dowson  Road  (to  Grosvenoi  Road)... 
Intended  Rd.  (Grosvenor  Road  to 

1 

0 

162 

Gower  Road)  

Intended  Road  (Gower  Road  to  Church 

0 

0 

1:17 

Brow)  

(> 

(1 

214 

Church  Brow  to  Apethorn  Sewer  ... 

0 

1 

170 

Branch  Sewers  to  Woodend  Lane  ... 

1) 

1 

17 

Shawcross  St.  to  Higharn  Lane 

1) 

.•) 

1 12 

Private  Street  Sewers : 

2 0 151 

Silver  Hill  Road,  9in.  diam 

0 

0 

109 

Napier  Street,  9in.  diam 

(1 

0 

97 

Spring  Avenue 

0 

1 

25 

Manor  Road,  9in.  diam 

(1 

0 

38 

Acresheld  Road,  12in.  diam 

0 

1) 

38 

Holland  Road,  9in.  diam 

0 

0 

42 

Hilda  Road 

Grosvenor  Road  Extension  to  Knott 

0 

(1 

75 

Fold  

0 

0 

95 

0 3 19 
2 3 1 70 

The  Hyde  Corporation  Sewage  and 

Destructor  Works,  situated 

in  Mill  Lane,  Hyde,  are  admirably  placed  for  the  purpose.  They  are 
in  close  proximity  to  the  town,  and  yet  not  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  dwellng-houses.  They  stand  on  low  level  ground,  thus  facilitating 
the  flow  of  sewage  to  the  works  from  the  town,  and  avoiding  up-hill 
journey  for  the  horses  wdth  heavily  laden  carts  of  refuse  for  the 
destructor.  The  River  Tame  flows  alongside,  and  receives  the 
effluent  from  the  works. 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  Thos.  Horrocks,  Engineer  and  Manager 
of  the  Sewage  Works,  for  the  following  resume  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Plant  : — 

“Practically  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  the  town  of  Hyde 
gravitates  to  the  works,  and  includes  domestic  sewage,  trade  waste, 
and  surface  water. 

The  original  works  were  opened  in  I H)3,  and  comprised  Pre- 
cipitation Tanks  and  Polarite  Filters,  lime  and  aluminoferic  being 
used.  The  capacity  of  the  tanks  was  only  equal  to  half  the  dry 
weather  flow. 

The  above  system  proving  abortive,  extensive  alterations  and 
additions  were  commenced  in  1902,  and  completed  in  1904.  Since 
then  the  present  system  has  been  in  operation,  and  may  be  briefly 
described  as  follows: — The  sewage  flows  into  two  Detritus  chambers, 
in  parallel,  provided  with  grids  to  keep  back  the  larger  solids,  then 
passes  on  to  the  settling  tanks,  eight  in  number,  with  a total  capacity 
of  1 ,800.1100  gallons.  This  is  enual  to  one  and  a half  day’s  average 
dry  weather  flow,  viz.:  1,250,000  gallons. 

For  dealing  with  storm  water  we  have  a permanent  Sill  leading 
to  a Storm  Filter,  one  acre  in  area.  The  medium  is  clinker,  .4  feet 
deep. 

The  tank  effluent  is  pumped  into  a Cast  Iron  Cistern,  which 
forms  a head,  and  gravitates  to  the  percolating  Filters,  of  which 


id 


there  are  fifteen,  with  a total  area  of  5 , 1 90  square  yards.  The  filter- 
ing medium  is  coke,  and  its  depth  nine'  feet.  The  filtrate  flows  to  the 
two  final  Humus  tanks,  which  are  in  parallel  with  each  other. 

These  tanks  are  only  shallow,  and  are  provided  with  bariier 
walls,  strainers,  etc.,  designed  to  retard  solids. 

Their  total  area  is  2,112  square  yards,  and  total  capacity  214,000 
gallons,  or  about  one-fifth  the  daily  dry  weather  flow. 

From  these  latter  tanks  the  final  effluent  flows  over  sills  to  the 
river. 

The  sludge  from  the  tanks  is  pumped  into  lagoons  and  air  dried. 
When  sufficiently  dry  it  is  harrowed  into  heaps,  for  removal  by 
F armers. 

We  have  a Cornish  Boiler,  Pulsometers,  Pumps,  Ejectors,  etc., 
to  work  the  Plant. 

We  have  not  used  any  precipitants  since  the  present  system  com- 
menced, nearly  22  years  ago.  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  we  have  been 
able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Rivers  Joint 
Board  during  the  above  period.  Since  1904  the  Rivers  Inspectors  paid 
470  visits,  and  took  70  samples  of  our  final  effluent.  From  the 
analysis  59  of  these  were  classed  satisfactory,  and  11  unsatisfactory.” 

Closet  Accommodation : 

The  officers  of  your  Health  Department  have  continued  to  make 
substantial  progress  in  their  efforts  to  secure  adequate  and  satisfactory' 
closet  accommodation. 

During  1925,  103  new  and  additional  water  closets  with  cistern 
flush  have  been  provided,  and  two  additional  new  pail  closets. 

The  scheme  for  converting  the  privy  middens  on  the  Newton 
Moor  Estate,  which  was  commenced  in  1924,  has  been  proceeded  with 
during  1925,  when  a further  series  of  20  privies  in  Hallbottom  Street 
have  been  demolished,  and  20  sanitary  water  closets  with  cistern  flush 
have  been  erected  in  their  stead.  The  work  has  been  expeditiously 
and  admirably  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Markham,  Heywood  and  Co., 
Chartered  Surveyors,  90,  Deansgate,  Manchester,  to  whom  I am 
deeply  indebted  for  their  co-operation  in  this  matter,  and  for  their 
kindness  in  sending  to  me  a copy  of  the  album  of  excellent  photo- 
graphs illustrative  of  the  various  stages  of  the  work  of  converting 
these  privy  middens  to  proper  sanitary  water  closets. 

I have  every  reason  to  think  that  the  coming  year  will  see  the 
completion  of  the  work  of  demolition  of  the  privies  on  the  Newton 
Moor  Estate. 

The  following  conversions,  etc.,  have  been  effected  in  tl\e  Borough 
during  1925  : — 

From  Hand-flushed  Hopper  Closets  to  Pedestal  W.C.’s  with 


Cistern (3 

From  Privies  to  Pedestal  W.C.’s  with  Cistern 22 

From  Cesspool  to  Main  Sewer ](} 

From  Brook  Course  to  Main  Sewer 5 

From  Privy  to  Pail  Closet  \ 

44 

New  and  additional  W.C.’s  jq3 

New  additional  Pail  Closets  •_> 


The  supervision  of  this  work  has  boon  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Mr.  F.  Allsop,  one  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  hps  brought  con- 
summate skill  and  infinite  tact  to  bear  on  these  difficult  and  delicate 
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Scavenging : 

Your  Health  Department  has  continued  to  carry  out  the  removal 
of  Domestic  Refuse,  and  reports  upon  this  work  art'  made  monthly  to 
voui  Health  Committee.  The  question  of  the  introduction  of  Motor 
Transport  for  this  work  has  received  the  attention  of  your  Health 
Committee,  but  further  action  in  this  direction  has  been  postponed 
pending  the  replacement  of  the  majority  of  the  existing  ashpits  by 
ashbins. 

lYotice  has  been  served  upon  the  owners  of  all  properties  in  the 
Borough  where  ashpits  exist  which  do  not  comply  with  the  Council’s 
Bye-Laws. 

In  this  connection  notices  were  served  respecting  1 ,865  houses, 
and  at  hist  December,  1925,  in  971  instances  the  notice  had  been  com- 
plied with. 

In  the  remaining  S62  cases  a further  notice  is  being  issued  inform- 
ing the  owners  that  if  the  Council’s  recommendations  are  not  com- 
plied with  in  one  month  from  the  date  of  the  notice,  the  Council  will 
proceed  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  charge  the  owner  with  the  cost. 

As  soon  as  these  recommendations  have  been  carried  into  effect 
your  Health  Committee  will  re-consider  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  a “combined”  system  for  Refuse  Removal. 

In  this  system  horse-drawn  trolleys  are  used  to  collect  the  contents 
of  the  ashbins,  and  these  trolleys  are  rapidly  conveyed  to  the 
destructor  work-  on  a motor  lorry.  In  this  way  ioss  of  time  is  reduced 
to  a minimum,  and  the  removal  of  domestic  refuse  can  be  expedi- 
tiously and  economically  carried  out. 

The  carts  at  present  in  use  have  been  specially  designed  to  enable 
bulky  yet  light  mateiial  to  be  dealt  with.  Each  cart  is  provided  with 
a stout  canvas  covering,  which  is  securely  fastened  by  means  of  metal 
rings  to  the  sides  of  the  cart.  If  carefully  used,  this  cover  helps  to 
lessen  the  amount  ol  dust  which  arises  when  the  bins  are  being 
emptied  into  the  cart,  and  effectively  prevents  the  contents  being 
blown  about  whi  n the  fully  loaded  cart  is  on  its  way  to  the  destructor 
works. 

Mr.  Horrocks,  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Sewage  and 
Destructor  Works,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  particulars  of 
the  Refuse  Destructor: — 

“We  have  also  a Destructor,  and  receive  practically  the  whole  of 
the  Refuse  of  the  town,  averaging  about  8,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  original  type  was  top-feeding,  natural  draught,  with  tubular 
boiler. 

The  present  Destructor,  which  was  erected  in  1901,  is  the 
Meldrum  “Simplex”  type  with  front  firing,  steam  forced  draught  and 
large  Lancashire  boiler.  The  steam  generated  is  used  in  working 
the  installation  generally.  We  have  various  plant  for  converting 
the  residuals,  scrap  metal,  fish  offal,  condemned  meat,  etc. — into 
marketable  by-products,  and  from  which  we  receive  a considerable 
revenue.” 

In  addition  to  the  removal  of  domestic  refuse  the  staff  of  this 
department,  under  the  capable  direction  of  the  Foreman,  Mr.  Ja  . A. 
Smith,  has  carried  out  the  cleansing  of  Public  Urinals,  the  disinfec- 


tions  of  premises  after  Infectious  Disease,  and  the  removal  of  infected 
articles  for  destruction. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Teams  Committee — Chairman,  His 
Worship  the  Mayor — and  to  the  horsekeeper,  Mr.  H.  Jackson,  for 
their  co-operation  in  the  supply  of  horse  transport  for  the  work  of 
refuse  removal. 

The  number  of  Ashpits  replaced  during  the  year  by  ashbins  was 
as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Ashpits  Number  of  Ashbins 


Year. 

no  longer  used. 

provided 

1925  

81  

152. 

1921 

1923 

1 18 

....  260. 

1922  

61  

149. 

1921  

264  

586. 

The  work  of  replacement  of  Ashpits  was  considerably  interfered 
with  during  1925  through  the  prolonged  absence  from  duty  of  the 
foreman,  Mr.  J.  A.  Smith,  in  consequence  of  serious  illness. 

Fortunately  Mr.  Smith  has  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  able  to 
resume  his  duties,  and  is  now  giving  this  matter  his  personal  atten- 
tion. 

Statement  as  to  the  number  of  Ashbins,  Ashpits  and  Pails  emptied 
during  192-5  : — 

Ashpits.  Ashbins.  Pails.  Total  Loads. 

6,323.  406,248.  11,707.  6,554. 

Approximate  number  of  Ashpits  in  use  during  1925  : — 

Ashbins.  Ashpits.  Pails.  Privy  Middens.  Cesspools. 

7,382.  629.  229.  61.  22. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  inspectorial  work  of  the  Department  has  been  apportioned 
between  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Miles  has  been  responsible  for  the  general  housing  inspec- 
tions, for  visits  of  enquiry  regarding  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious 
Disease,  and  for  the  inspection  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Horse- 
keepers  premises,  certain  Workshops  and  Outworkers. 

Mr.  Allsop  has  carried  out  the  work  of  Meat  and  Food  Inspec- 
tion, including  the  supervision  of  Slaughterhouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Bakehouses.  Drainage  Inspection,  Market  Inspection,  and 
Factory  Inspection  have  also  been  carried  out  by  him. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been  very  heavy 
during  the  year,  and  emergency  calls  have  been  frequent,  especially 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Allsop.  The  question  of  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector  is  long  overdue.  It  is  only  in  that  way 
that  Mr.  Allsop  can  be  relieved  of  much  of  his  routine  work,  thereby 
enabling  him  to  devote  more  time  to  the  more*  highly  technical  side 
of  his  duties,  viz.,  Food  Inspection  and  Drainage  Inspection,  upon 
which  he  is  an  expert.  If  relieved  of  some  of  his  routine  Inspectorial 
duties  Mr.  Allsop  could  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  the  supervision  of  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  department. 

The  following  tabular  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  is  inserted  for  purposes  of  comparison  for  the  quinquennial 
period  under  review.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  has  been  relieved  of  his  obligation  to  compile  com- 
parative statistics  under  this  heading  for  the  county  area,  but  the 
information  contained  in  this  tabular  statement  is  valuable  to  you  not 
only  for  comparison  with  that  of  previous  years,  but  also  as  an  index 
of  the  admirable  way  in  which  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  carried 
out  the  duties  allotted  to  them. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


During  the  year  nine  observations,  each  of  one  hour’s  duration, 
were  made  of  the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  chimneys  of  various 
factories  and  works  in  the  Borough. 

In  one  instance  it  was  necessary  for  your  Health  Committee  to 
interview  a representative  of  the  firm  whose  work’s  chimney  was 
emitting  “smoke  in  such  a quantity  as  to  be  a nuisance.” 

The  representative  of  the  firm  concerned  promised  to  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  have  the  Committee’s  recommendations  carried  into 
effect,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  prosecution. 

It  is  obviously  impossible  for  one  Inspector  with  the  limited  time 
at  his  disposal  for  this  work  to  attempt  anything  like  adequate  control 
over  this  smoke  evil.  Occasional  observations  of  a limited  number 
of  factory  chimneys  are  all  that  can  be  attempted,  and  the  problem 
of  smoke  from  the  domestic  chimney  is  left  untouchd.  Your  Health 
Department  would  welcome  more  drastic  action  by  the  Police  with 
householders  who  deliberately  fire  their  household  chimneys — a 
practice  which  is  all  too  common  locally. 

The  report  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Joint  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee  has  been  presented  to  you,  and  is  at  present  being  con- 
sidered by  your  Health  Committee. 

If  the  recommendations  of  the  Regional  Committee  are  put  into 
effect  in  the  areas  of  all  the  authorities  of  S.E.  Lancashire  and  N.E. 
Cheshire,  a marked  improvement  in  the  atmospheric  conditions  should 
result.  The  purification  of  the  atmosphere  in  this  industrial  area 
is  well  within  the  compass  of  our  engineers,  but  it  will  never 
materialise  until  there  is  an  insistent  public  demand  for  it. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS,  ETC. 

There  are  five  premises  in  the  borough  where  an  Offensive  Trade 
is  carried  on.  These  premises  are  all  used  for  Tripe  Dressing,  and 
are  situated  as  follows: — 

1.  Works  at  rear  of  No.  211,  Ashton  Road. 

2.  Works  at  rear  of  Canal  Street. 

3.  Works  at  rear  of  No.  29,  Bank  Street. 

4.  Works  at  rear  of  30,  Clarendon  Place. 

•1.  Works  in  Randall  Street. 

Schools : 

A special  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  and  the  water 
supplies  in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  together  with  particulars 
of  the  action  taken  in  relation  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  amongst  the  school  population  is  to  be  found  in 

the  section  of  this  report,  which  deals  with  the  School  Medical 
Service,  vide  page  (14  to  68. 


Housing : 

The  systematic  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  lias  been  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Miles,  and  1,-lt  houses 
have  thus  been  inspected. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded. 


lO.'i 

bis 

S96 

(j.'l!) 

:t()b 


The  work  of  inspecting  dwelling-houses,  and  of  recording  the 
defects  upon  appropriate  housing  cards,  has  been  conscientiously 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Miles,  but  re-inspection  of  the  houses  has  not 
been  systematically  undertaken.  1 would  remind  you  that  housing 
work  is  only  a part  of  the  duties  undertaken  by  this  Sanitary 
Inspector  He  has  also  carried  out  inspections  of  all  hou-es  from 
which  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified,  inspections  of 
Lodging-houses,  inspections  of  Workshops,  inspections  of  Outworkers’ 
premises,  and  inspection  of  Horse-keepers’  premises. 

These  numerous  subsidary  duties  interfere  seriously  with  the 
routine  work  of  inspection  and  re-inspection  of  dwelling-houses. 

All  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough  ought  to  have  been 
inspected  and  recorded  long  ago,  but  there  are  still  whole  streets 
where  practically  no  housing  work  has  been  done. 

The  appointment  of  an  assistant  sanitary  inspector  is  necessary 
if  this  import:  nt  branch  of  the  work  of  your  Health  Department  is  to 
be  adequately  dealt  with. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area : 

Throughout  the  Borough  the  houses  are  largely  of  the  cottage 
type,  two  up  and  two  down,  placed  in  long  rows,  and  with  a passage 
behind  the  yards  at  the  back. 

There  is  a serious  shortage  of  housing  accommodation.  The 
nett  total  of  houses  in  Hyde  is  *,129,  and  the  density  of  the  population 
is  10.9  persons  per  acre. 

The  deficiency  of  rooms  in  1921,  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the 
England  and  Wales  standard  for  1911,  was  2,1  bo. 

In  1911,  1,198  people,  or  1.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  private  family 
population,  were  living  more  then  two  persons  to  a room. 

In  1921,  1,78-1  people,  or  5.1  per  cent  of  the  total  private  family 
population,  were  living  under  similar  conditions — an  increase  of  28(5, 

Overcrowding  shows  little  sign  of  abatement,  especially  in 
certain  districts  of  the  Borough.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
dealt  with  the  various  aspects  of  the  Housing  problem  in  ; special 
report  which  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1921.  In  this  report  I emphasised  the  conditions 


existing  in  a specially  selected  series  of  250  houses  situated  in 
districts  of  the  Borough  where  overcrowding  was  known  to  be  severe. 
The  facts  thus  disclosed  have  played  their  part  in  helping  your 
Housing  Committee  to  the  decision  to  proceed  with  their  housing 
programme  without  delay. 

A further  series  of  lot)  houses  is  contemplated,  and,  in  addition, 
the  Hyde  Borough  Council  offers  every  facility  to  private  enterprise 
in  the  building  of  houses.  In  this  connection  the  facilities  offered 
by  the  Council  to  Messrs.  Arstall  and  Garlick  to  erect  an  experi- 
mental pair  of  houses  on  the  “Argar”  system  are  of  interest. 

These  houses  consist  essentially  of  iron  plates  on  a steel  frame- 
work, have  the  advantage  of  rapidity  of  construction,  and  are  con- 
siderably cheaper  than  brick,  etc.,  houses  of  similar  size. 


Fitness  cf  Houses : 

The  general  state  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  is  fairly  good. 

The  chief  defects  found  to  exist  have  been  lack  or  insufficiency 
of  means  of  ventilation,  the  presence  of  dampness,  and  defective 
sanitary  fittings.  Only  essential  repairs  have  been  insisted  upon  by 
your  Health  Department,  and  in  each  instance  a preliminary  letter 
hrs  been  sent  to  the  owner,  informing  him  of  the  presence  of  the 
defects  which  were  noted  at  the  inspection  of  the  property. 

Statutory  notices  have  been  less  frequent  than  in  previous  years 
in  consequence  of  the  lack  of  time  for  re-inspections. 

Unhealthy  Areas: 

No  representations  have  been  made  during  the  period  covered 
by  this  report  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas. 


Bye-laws. 

Particulars  of  excessive  overcrowding  at  one  of  the  houses  in  the 
Borough  have  been  submitted  to  your  Health  Committee  recently. 

This  house,  consisting  of  lit  rooms,  is  occupied  by  52  persons,  12 
adults  and  20  children  under  1(5  years  of  age.  Appropriate  action 
as  to  abatement  of  the  overcrowding  has  been  taken  by  your  Health 
Committee,  and  the  Town  Clerk  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  bye- 
laws for  houses  let  in  lodgings.  These  bye-laws  are  being  drafted, 
and  will  be  submitted  for  your  approval  at  an  early  date. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.,  are  to  be  found  occasionally  in  and  around 
the  Market  Square  on  the  occasion  of  Fairs,  etc.,  and  they  are 
inspected  at  intervals.  No  complaints  have  been  received  with 
reference  to  these  vans  or  their  occupants. 


Miscellaneous : 

In  connection  with  Housing  work  the  staff  of  your  Health  Depart- 
ment have  taken  every  opportunity  of  emphasising  the  need  for 
assistance  on  the  part  of  tenants  in  the  care  of  household  fittings,  in 
ore  venting  wastage  of  water,  and  in  the  disposal  of  rs  much  house- 
hold refuse  as  can  be  dealt  with  by  burning  in  the  kitchen  grate. 


HOUSING. 

1.  NUMBER  Of  NEW  HOUSES  I'. REX" I'll L)  DURING  THE 

YEAR  : 

(a)  Total *51 

(b)  As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme  22 

2.  UN  EIT  DWELLING-HOUSES  : 

Inspection.  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1217 

pi)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  end 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ,‘10(5 

(d)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  Nil 

(I)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding,  sub-heading)  found  not  to  lie  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  obi 

d.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OR  FORMAL 
NOTICES. 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Informal  Intimation  was  served  obi 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  23o 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  repairs  tire 


outstanding  329 

1. — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS:— 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  2 s Df  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs,  etc lb 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit: — 

(a)  By  Owners 0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Outstanding 11 

(d)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Outstanding  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  D of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909  Nil 


OUTWORKERS. 


Lists  of  Outworkers  are  received  from  the  various  firms  in  the 


Borough  employing  such  labour,  and  from  the  Health  Departments 
of  surrounding  districts  with  regard  to  outworkers  resident  in  Hyde. 

The  premises  where  homework  was  carried  on  were  inspected  by 
Mr.  Miles,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Number  of  lists 
received  from 
employers,  etc. 


Ill 


Number  of  Number  ol 
houses  informal 

inspected.  notices 

served. 

OS  ...  I 


Number  of 
informal 

notices  Outstanding, 
eompl  ied 
with. 

I Nil. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Sanitary  Inspectors,  have 
made  periodical  visits  to  the  various  Factories  and  Workshops  in 
the  Borough,  and  have  invariably  been  given  every  facility  for 
purposes  of  inspection,  by  the  management  of  the  works  visited.  All 
premises  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  to  be  defective 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  have  been  specially 
visited  by  the  officers  of  your  Health  Department.  The  action  taken 
in  each  case  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a special  report  to  your 
Health  Committee. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  premises  thus  inspected,  together 
with  particulars  as  to  the  action  taken  by  the  firms  concerned  : — 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


:w 


o 

b/. 


O 


c~— 

CM 


Aug.  -8  | A\  . Shepley  Jackson  street,  Hyde  W.C.'s  not  kept  in  cleanly  state,  and  roof  in 
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1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  and 
WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  ol  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Wi  itten 
, Notices. 

Prose- 
i cutions 

FACTORIES  

1 Including  Factory  Laundries) 

27 

7 

WORKSHOPS  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

85 

4 

WORKPLACES  

(Other  than  Outworkers  Premises) 

Total  

112 

11 

2.  — DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and 

WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 


Found. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Want  of  Ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  

Other  Nuisances  


Sanitary 

Accommodation 


j Insufficient  

’ Unsuitable  or  Defective 
J Not  separate  for  sexes 


2 


"2 

4 


Reme- 

died. 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 


2 


4 


N umber 
ol 

Prose- 

cutions. 


Offences  under  tile  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act:— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 
house (s.  101)  

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  


Other  Offences  

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work 


Total 


8 


6 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply: 

Milk  is  one  of  our  most  important  food  stuffs.  It  forms  the 
staple  article  of  diet  of  young-  children  and  invalids,  and  is  an 
important  constituent  of  the  dietary  of  a healthy  adult  nopulation. 
Reliable  data  are  not  available  upon  which  an  estimate  can  be  based 
of  the  local  consumption  of  milk  per  head  of  the  town’s  population. 
However,  1 am  convinced  that  the  health,  of  our  people  would  benefit 
considerably  if  the  amount  of  cow’s  milk  consumed  by  all  members 
of  the  community  were  materially  increased. 

The  advice  tendered  by  the  Slogan  “Drink  More  Milk”  can  with 
advantage  be  applied  locally.  Milk  is  notoriously  susceptible  to 
contamination,  as  it  constitutes  an  admirable  medium  for  the  growth 
and  development  of  organisms  of  various  kinds.  Until  a few  years 

rgo  little  attempt  was  made  to  protect  our  milk  supplies  from  sources 

of  contamination,  and  the  methods  under  which  milk  is  produced, 
stored  and  distributed  have  long  been  in  need  of  reform. 

Hyde’s  milk  supplies  are  obtained  almost  entirely  from  farms 
situated  within  the  Borough  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  We  in 
Hyde  are  thus  relieved  of  the  necessity  to  sterilise  or  pasteurise  milk- 
before  it  is  delivered  to  the  consumer. 

I he  proximity  of  the  farm  to  the  consumer,  and  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  farms,  as  regards  their  sanitary  condition,  are  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  local  authority  in  whose  area  the  milk  is  con- 
sumed, are  important  factors  in  determining  what  steps  are  necessary 
to  ensure  that  the  supplies  of  milk  shall  be  clean  and  wholesome. 

The  ideal  to  be  aimed  at  is  the  production  of  clean  milk  at  the  farm, 

and  its  rapid  delivery  to  the  consumer  in  as  unaltered  a state  ac 
possible. 

With  this  object  in  view  a scheme  for  a Clean  Milk  Campaign 
was  prepared,  and  after  the  approval  of  the  Health  Committee  had 
been  obtained  it  was  put  into  operation  in  August,  l!)2b,  with  results 
which  so  far  are  very  promising.  One  farmer  supplying  milk  in  the 
Borough  is  producing  clean  milk  under  modern  hygienic  conditions, 
and  is  bottling  the  milk  at  the  Farm. 


The  following  letter  upon  the  subject  was  printed  and  distributed 
to  all  the  farmers  in  the  area,  and  to  those  farmers  and  dairymen  who 
sell  milk  within  the  Borough  of  Hyde: — 


Public  Health 


Department, 


Town  Hall, 

Hyde. 


Dear  Sir, 

CLEAN  MILK. 

The  Health  Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Hyde  have  instructed 
me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following  points  with  regard  to  the 
production,  storage  and  distribution  of  Milk. 

Milk  is  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  the  dietary  of  the  people,  and 
forms  almost  the  whole  of  the  diet  of  young  children  and  invalids. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us,  therefore,  to  secure  for  the  public  a 
clean,  wholesome  and  nutritious  milk  supply. 

Milk,  when  it  reaches  the  consumer,  ought  to  be  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  it  was  when  drawn  from  the  cow. 

Milk  forms  an  excellent  breeding  ground  for  organisms  of  all 
kinds,  and  it  is  notoriously  liable  to  contamination  at  every  stage  in 
its  production,  handling,  and  distribution. 

Scrupulous  cleanliness  of  the  cow,  especially'  the  Udder  and 
Teats,  cleanliness  and  ventilation  of  the  Cowsheds,  cleanliness  of  the 
Milker’s  hands  and  of  the  Milk  Utensils  are  all  essential  factors  in 
the  production  of  Clean  Milk. 

Careful  sterilisation  of  all  receptacles,  and  preferably'  steam 
sterilisation,  is  essential  in  the  storage  of  milk.  This  applies  not  only 
in  the  case  of  cans  for  the  storage  or  transit  of  large  quantities  of 
milk,  but  also  in  the  case  of  bottles  where  bottling  takes  place  on  the 
farm. 


Clean  Milk  production  can  be  secured  by  careful  attention  to 
cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  producer  and  the  distributor. 

Elaborate  and  expensive  equipment  and  apparatus  are  un- 
necessary. 

1 he'  Health  t ommittee  seek  your  co-operation  in  their  efforts  to 
secure  a clean  and  wholesome  milk  supply  for  the  public. 

They  have  arranged  for  tests  to  be  carried  out  periodically  upon 
samples  of  milk  from  each  farm,  the  results  of  which  will  be  com 
municated  to  you  from  time  to  time.  The  results  of  these  tests  will 
enable  yrou  to  estimate  tne  progress  you  have  made  towards  securing 
absolute  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supplied  by  you. 

By  order  of  the  Health  Committee, 

NICOLAS  GEBBIE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Arrangements  were  made  for  samples  of  milk  to  be  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Gerber  Dirt  Test.  The  filter  pads  showing  the  dirt 
deposit  are  sent  to  the  farmer  concerned,  and  marks  are  awarded  in 
accordance  with  the  scheme  suggested  in  the  booklet  published  in 
August,  1924,  l>v  H.M.  Stationery  Office  for  the  Ministry  of  .Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  and  entitled  “Guide  to  the  Conduct  of  Clean  Milk 
Competitions.” 

The  samples  have  been  taken  and  the  tests  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Allsop  with  his  usual  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  there  are  signs  that 
tin  campaign  will  produce  good  results.  It  was  necessary  at  the 
beginning  to  carry  out  rapidly  a series  of  tests  embracing  all  the 
sources  of  milk  supply  in  the  Borough. 

We  were  thus  able  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  sources  which 
were  unsuitable,  and  samples  from  these  sources  have  been  submitted 
to  further  tests.  For  this  purpose  since  12th  August,  1925,  104 

samples  of  one  pint  of  milk  each  have  been  submitted  to  the  Gerber 
Test,  with  the  following  results: — 


Number  of  Samples  Tested. 
10  

1 1 

25  


2.4 


12 


Marks  Awarded. 

0 

10 

20 

.40 

40 


50 


101 

Re-examinations  were  carried  out  in  those  cases  where  0,  10  or 
20  marks  had  been  awarded,  and  are  included  above. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a detailed  bacteriological  test 
to  be  made  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Manchester,  in  those 
cases  which  show  no  improvement.  During  1025,  three  samples  were 
thus  dealt  with. 

Now  that  the  scheme  has  been  launched  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  take  so  many  s:  mples  in  the  future.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  your 
Health  Committee  to  concentrate  upon  the  worst  cases  of  milk  supply 
to  prevent  the  sale  to  the  public  of  milk  which  in  an  extreme  case 
might  approximate  in  its  composition  to  a “Watery  solution  of 
manure.” 

During  the  year  1025,  24  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Allsop,  and  were  submitted  to  the  bacteriological  test  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli. 

None  of  the  samples  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

Samples  of  milk  have  also  been  taken  periodically  by  the  Police 
for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  premises  occupied  by  all  applicants  for  registration  as  pro- 
ducers or  distributors  of  milk  have  been  inspected  by  Mr.  Allsop,  and 
each  case  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a special  report  to  your  Health 
Committee. 

No  applications  have  been  received  during  1925  for  Licence  to 
sell  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  192.4. 


Permission  has  been  granted  by  your  Health  Committee  to  two 
hrms  to  sell  sterlised  bottled  milk  in  the  Borough,  but  only  trom  such 
premises  as  are  in  possession  of  a licence  to  sell  milk.  1 here  are  44 
Cowsheds  anil  7*2  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  Borough. 

(b)  Meat: 

The  work  of  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  24  Slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough  has  been  ably  carried  out  by  Mr.  Allsop. 

I have  referred  in  previous  reports  to  the  difficulty  experienced 
in  carrying  out  these  inspections  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  only 
one  officer  is  available  for  this  work,  and  he  has  many  other  important 
duties  to  perform. 

Surprise  visits  of  inspection  are  all  that  can  be  undertaken,  and 
the  results  must  depend  on  the  maintenance  of  close  co-operation 
between  your  Health  Department  and  the  trade  concerned.  This 
co-operation  in  the  past  has  been  a very  real  thing,  and  I trust  it  will 
be  maintained  in  the  future. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  slaughter-houses  during  4925  was 
1 ,503. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  HYDE. 
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21  
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There  are  no  Public  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough. 

As  far  as  Meat  Inspection  is  concerned  the  most  outstanding 
feature  of  the  year  was  the  fact  that  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1925. 

Prior  to  that  date  a meeting  was  arranged  at  the  Town  Hall 
between  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Meat  Traders,  and  it  was 
well  attended. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Alderman  W.  Fowden, 
presided,  and  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  described  the 
extent  and  scope  of  the  Regulations,  and  indicated  the  various  ways 
in  which  co-operation  with  the  trade  could  be  secured. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  securing  compliance  with 
the  regulations  in  the  case  of  shops,  etc.,  but  the  stalls  on  the  open 
market  ground  where  meat  is  sold  are  still  unsatisfactory.  Permission 
was  granted  to  the  Stallholders  to  put  up  a temporary  canvas  cover- 
ing, and  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  and  Markets  Committee 
recommended  the  establishment  of  a covered  market  to  replace  all 
stalls  where  Meat,  Cheese,  Butter,  etc.,  are  sold. 

I he  approval  of  the  Council  has  been  secured,  but  for  the  present 
the  establishment  of  this  covered  market  has  been  left  in  abeyance  for 
financial  reasons  This  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

Such  a market  would  enable  the  Markets  Committee  to  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  Meat  Regulations,  and  would  be  a valuable  asset  to 
the  town. 


In  ilic  meantime  instructions  have  hem  issued  to  the  tenants  of 
Meat  Stalls  in  the  open  market  to  renew  their  temporary  stall  cover- 
ings. 


I'he  administrative  arrangements  as  to  notification  of  slaughter 
and  as  to  inspection  of  the  carcases  have  worked  well.  Posters  have 
been  prepared,  and  are  exhibited  in  each  shop,  warning  customers 
not  to  handle  meat  before  purchase. 

Your  Health  Committee  have  not  put  into  operation  the  sections 
it  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  192-1,  which  deal  with  the 
m;  iking  of  meat. 

Condemned  meat  is  removed  ter  the  Destructor  Works,  where  it  is 
utilised  in  the  making  of  meat  meal,  which  has  a ready  sale. 

The  following  summary  of  the  meat,  etc.,  condemned  during  192') 
serves  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  the  work  of  inspection  of  meat 
and  other  foods  in  the  interests  of  the  Public  Health  : — - 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT,  ETC.,  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1925. 


lbs 

Bovine  Tuberculosis ..  4,2S7 

Pig  Tuberculosis 1,197 

Avian  Tuberculosis  (Turkey)  7 

Dropsy  (Pig)  l')6 

Unsound  (Pig) 06 

Unsound  (Sheep)  7 

Braxy  (Sheep)  OS 

Unsound  (Cod  Fish)  19 

Brown  (3-dlb.  tins)  IS 

Distoma  Hepaticum  147 


d,9d:{. 

In  addition,  the  following  quantities  of  other  foods  were  found 
to  be  unsound,  and  were  condemned  : — 

1 Dozen  Tins  of  Milk. 

4 Dozen  Jars  of  Jam. 

2 Tins  of  Corned  Beef. 

1 Tin  of  Salmon. 

1 Tin  of  Pears. 

Several  lbs.  of  Butter  Beans. 

Other  places  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  were  inspected 
upon  4,701  occ;  sions.  There  is  only  one  underground  bakehouse  in 
use  in  the  Borough. 

I'he  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  etc.,  are  administered  in  Hyde 
by  the  Hyde  Borough  Police.  A summary  of  the  results  of  tie- 
analyses  by  the  Public  Analyst  is  given  on  page  19  of  this  report. 


II) 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  arrangements  in  force  for  dealing  with  cases  of  the  notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Borough  have  worked  well. 

During  the  quinquennial  period  under  review  1921-2.5  there  have 
been  no  serious  epidemics  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Sporadic  cases  and  localised  outbreaks  have  required  our  con- 
stant attention,  and  the  measures  adopted  appear  to  have  been 
adequate  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  widespread  epidemics. 

Notification : 

Cases  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  notified  to  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Doctor  in  charge  of  each  patient. 

I would  emphasise  once  again  the  importance  of  early  receipt  of 
information  as  to  the  existence  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease.  Subse- 
quent action  by  the  Health  Department  depends  for  its  efficiency 
upon  the  prompt  receipt  of  notification. 

I would  remind  my  medical  colleagues  that  the  removal  of  the 
case  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  only  one  of  the-  measures  to  be 
adopted  to  lessen  the  risk  of  the  spread  of  infection,  and  that  delay- 
in  notifying  a case  might  lead  to  serious  consequences. 

Isolation : 

Cases  are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  authority  of 
the  Medical  Superintendent  or  Matron.  The  patient’s  private  Doctor 
can  have  an  urgent  case  removed  to  Hospital  by  sending  a note  or 
’phoning  to  the  Health  Department,  or  to  the  Hospital.  This  arrange- 
ment does  not  exonerate  the  Doctor  from  his  statutory  obligation  to 
notify  the  case  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity  on  the  appropriate 
form  provided  for  this  purpose. 

Quarantine : 

Contacts  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  dealt  with  after  the 
home  has  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Contacts  of  school  age  are  excluded  from  school  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  of  the  Board 
of  Education  on  the  subject.  Diphtheria  contacts  of  school  age  or 
pre-school  age  are  swabbed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  if  for  any 
reason  such  action  has  not  already  keen  undertaken  by  the  family- 
doctor. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  are  available  at  the  Health 
Department  and  at  the  Hospital  for  the  use  of  Medical  Practitioners 
in  the  Borough. 

During  1925  IS, ()()()  units  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  were  issued 
in  this  way. 

Disinfection  : 

Disinfection  of  premises,  bedding,  etc,,  is  c;  rried  out  by  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  I.  A.  Smith, 
foreman  of  the  Refuse  Removal  Department. 

Bed  clothing  is  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  is  sub- 
ject, d to  steam  disinfection.  The  following  are  particulars  of  disin- 
fection, etc.,  carried  out  during  1925:-- 


Dicinfecticn  cf  Premises,  Bedding,  Clothing,  etc. 

Scarlet  ! Cvc  Tulieivulosis.  Diifhthrrin.  (’uvc-.  Dirty  hmers.  Other 


|()(l  10  10  2 0 i‘> 

\ umber  of  Beds  destroyed  (at  owner's  request)  •>■> 

Number  ol  Mattre  ses  destroyed  (ai  owner's  request) 


Casas  cl  iniccticus  Disease  Notified  During  the  Period 

1921  l.  1925. 


1 1 isease. 

1921 . 

1922. 

1 92:1 

1921. 

192-5. 

Sc  it  let  Fever 

7 1 

. 1-17  .. 

. 112 

...  92  .. 

. 107 

Diphtheria  

:f  1 

. 2(5  .. 

29 

...  1 1 . 

IS 

Malaria  

Pneumonia  

;i  .. 

21 

1 

1 

GO 

...  SB  .. 

57 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

11 

. is  .. 

. 1-5 

9 .. 

(5 

Ervsipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

1-5 

1 

. 1(5  .. 

9 

1 

s 

1 .. 

. 17 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

‘) 

.'5 

1 .. 

:i 

Enteric  Fever  

o 

. — .. 

1 . . 

G 

Smallpox 

— .. 

— 

- — 

No  case  of  Smallpox  has 

hem 

noticed 

in  the 

Borough 

of  Hyde 

during  the  pern  d under  review.  Your  Smallpox  Hospital  was  open 
during  192-5  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  from  outside 
districts  from  1st  January,  192-5,  till  .'10th  April,  192-5,  and  from  Isth 
May,  192-5,  till  llth  June,  192-5. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  saw  several  “doubtful”  cases  in 
consultation  with  his  Hyde  medical  colleagues,  and  with  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  the  surrounding  districts. 

During  192-5  your  Medical  Officer  paid  27  visits  to  the  homes  of 
patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases,  viz.:  17  Chicken  Pox,  ft 
Scarlet  Fever,  1 Diphtheria. 

In  addition  he  was  called  in  consultation  by  his  medical 
colie;  gues  to  see  doubtful  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  upon  B6  occa- 
sions. 

Pneumonia  is  locally  the  most  important  of  the  diseases  notifiable 
under  the  Regulations  of  7th  January,  1919.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  in  the  later  years  of  the  period 
under  review  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  prevalence  during  that 
period  of  Influenza,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc.  diseases  in 
which  serious  Respiratory  complications  are  all  too  frequent. 

Climatic  conditions  also  play  an  important  part  in  determining  the 
incidence  of  Pneumonia.  Fong  spells  of  cold  damp  weather  and  the 
occurrence  of  fog  invariably  result  in  an  increase  in  the  prevalence  of 
Pneumonia  and  other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  organs. 


Health  Laboratories, 
reports  are  issued  by 
copy  to  the  Medical 
charge  of  the  case, 
the  tabular  statement 


York  Place,  Manchester,  for  examination,  and 
the  Director  of  the  Laboratories  in  duplicate,  one 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  other  to  the  Doctor  in 
The  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  in 
on  page  18  of  this  report. 


The  Schick  Test  in  Diphtheria  and  the  Dick  Test  in  Scarlet 
Fever  have  not  been  applied  locally. 

Vaccination  and  re-vaccination  of  certain  members  of  the  staff  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  of  several  members  of  the  Hyde  Borough 
Police  have  been  carried  out  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ncn-nctifiable  Infectious  Diseases: 

Chicken  Pox  was  made  notifiable  by  resolution  of  the  Council,  and 
by  permission  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  from  27th  October,  1924,  until 
26th  October,  1 925. 

During  1925,  181  notifications  of  case's  of  Chicken  Pox  were 

received. 

Information  as  to  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  Measles,  Rubella, 
Whooping  Cough,  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps  is  sent  by  the  Head 
Teachers  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  to  your  School  Medical 
Officer,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

All  cases  thus  notified  have  been  visited  by  the  School  Nurses, 
who  have  advised  the  parents  as  to  measures  to  be  adopted  to  secure 
efficient  home  isolation.  Exclusion  from  school  of  contacts  of  school 
age  follows  upon  the  receipt  of  the  School  Nurses'  reports. 

During  1925  the  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  visited 


by  the  School  Nurses: — - 

Chicken  Pox  258 

Measles 62 

Whooping  Cough 17 

Mumps  1 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 
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TABLE  10.— ZYMOTIC  DISEASES,  1925. 


England 

Notified  Death  and 

Cases.  Deaths.  Rate.  Wales 


Smllpox  

Scarlet  Fever  Ki7  — — 0.03 

Diphtheria  IS  — — 0.07 

Fevers  : — 

Typhus  

Typhoid  0 I 0.03  0.01 


Continued  

Measles — — — 0.13 

Whooping  Cough — — — 0.1-5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  — 6 13.3  8.1 

(under  2 years) . 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 0.28 

BOROUGH  OF  HYDE,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1925. 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 
Disease.  Notified.  to  Hospital,  deaths. 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Fever  

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Erysipelas  

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  
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Tuberculosis : 

During  1!)25,  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  to  your  Health 
Department.  Of  these  34  were  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
"21  were  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
DURING  1925. 

TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1925. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Xon- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

0 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

O 

10  

15  

1 

1 

0 •> 

6 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

— 1 

— — 

"'(i  .. 

') 

2 



•25  

2 1 

1 2 

2 3 

35  

5 6 

3 2 

v> 

1 

1 - 

15  

1 2 

1 

3 ! 

1 

5 2 



65  A Upwards 

2 

•) 

— — 

fotals  

15  If) 

1 3 S 

II  15 

Premises  in  which  a case  of  Tuberculosis  has  occurred  have  been 
inspected  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and  disinfection  of 
the  premises,  etc.,  has  been  carried  out  where  necessary.  Pressure 
has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  owners  of  such  premises  to  have 
alterations  carried  out  where  necessary  to  secure  adequate  ventilation. 

A Return  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  to  your  Medical 
Officer  is  made  weekly  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  the  authority  responsible  for  the  treatment 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area.  Dr.  Meredith  Young,  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Dr.  E.  Weatherhead,  the 
local  district  Tuberculosis  Officer,  have  co-operated  most  willingly 
with  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  dealing  with  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  Hyde.  Cases  of  suspected  Tuberculosis  amongst  school 
< tuldren  have  been  referred  by  your  School  Medical  Officer  to  Dr. 
Weatherhead  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Beeley  Street,  Hyde, 
for  diagnosis  and  for  treatment. 
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During  1925  no  occasion  has  arisen  for  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  The  former  deals  with 
tuberculous  persons  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade,  and  the  latter  with 
the  question  of  the  compulsory  removal  of  patients  to  hospital. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  are  two  Hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee. 

(1)  Smallpox  Hospital  in  Mcttram  Old  Read,  Hyde. 

This  Hospital  was  opened  in  1886  for  infectious  cases,  and  has 
been  reserved  since  1905  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  of 
Smallpox. 

There  are  two  pavilions,  one  of  wood  and  the  other  ofibrick, 
together  with  accommodation  for  staff,  kitchen,  dispensary,  boiler 
house,  laundry,  t nd  premises  for  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.  In 
addition  facilities  are  provided  for  disinfection  of  contacts,  and  there 
is  a Porter’s  Lodge. 

(2)  New  Hospital  in  Back  Bower  Lane,  Hyde. 

This  Hospital  opened  on  7th  June,  1905,  is  admirably  situated  on 
sloping  ground  at  the  foot  of  WVrneth  Low,  and  consists  of  an 
Administrative  Block,  2 Wards  for  Scarlet  Fever,  1 Ward  for 
Diphtheria,  1 Ward  for  Enteric  Fever,  1 Ward  for  Observation 
Cases,  Offices,  Laundry,  Mortuary,  Disinfecting  Station,  Boiler  House 
and  Porter’s  Lodge. 

One  of  the  Wards  has  been  leased  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
for  the  treatment  of  Advanced  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in 
Males. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  of  Smallpox  are  admitted  to 
vour  Isolation  Hospitals  not  only  from  the  Borough  of  Hvde,  but  also 
from  the  many  surrounding  districts  whose  authorities  have  retained 
beds  at  the  Hospitals  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  1925  it  was  found  necessary  to  revise  the  agree- 
ments which  had  been  entered  into  between  the  Hyde  Borough 
Council  and  the  Councils  of  these  contributory  authorities  in  view  of 
a misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  some  of  these  authorities  as  to  the 
type  of  Infectious  Diseases  suitable  for  admission.  New  agreements 
have  been  prepared,  and  are  now  awaiting  the  signatures  of  the 
contributory  authorities. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1925, 
but  the  Smallpox  Hospital  was  open  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
this  disease  from  surrounding  districts  from  1st  lanuary,  1925,  till 
MOth  April,  1925,  and  from  18th  May,  1925,  till  1 1th  June,  1925. 

During  this  period  25  cases  of  Smallpox  were  treated  at  the 
Hospital.  For  this  work  members  of  the  Nursing  and  Domestic 
Staffs  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  volunteered  their  services,  and  I 
am  happv  to  sav  lhat  no  difficultv  was  experienced  in  obtaining  an 
efficient  staff  willing  to  undergo  long  periods  of  complete  isolation 
at  the  Smallpox  Hospital.  The  patients  were  happy  and  contented 
during  their  stav  in  Hospital,  and  all  made  a complete  recovery. 

Miss  E.  Priestley  the  Matron,  carried  through  the  administrative 
arrangements  at  the  Smallpox  Hospital  with  marked  ability. 

The  Hospital  in  Back  Bower  Lane  has  continued  to  be  of  service 
in  preventing  the  occurrence  of  epidemics  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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The  available  accommodation  has  been  utilised  almost  continu- 
ously throughout  the  year  for  the  treatment  of  casus  of  acute  Infectious 
Disease.  91.fi  per  cent,  of  the  case.-  of  Scarlet  1 ever  and  19(1  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  within  the  Borough  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospit:  1 for  isolation  and  treatment. 

Miss  Priestley,  Miss  Warburton,  and  all  ihe  members  of  the 
Nursing  and  Domestic  Staffs,  carried  out  their  duties  with  efficiency. 

Numerous  letters  of  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Hospital  Staff 
have  been  received  from  former  patients  or  their  relatives,  and  I 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking,  on  heh.  If  of  the  Spiff,  till 
those  kind  friends  who  have  so  generously  sent  gifts  in  money  and  in 
kind  to  assist  us  in  our  work  amongst  the  patients.  The  members 
of  the  Hospitals  Sub-Committee-  Chairman,  Alderman  W.  Fowden, 
-have  continued  to  evince  a practical  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Hospiials.  This  Sub-Committee  has  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  lack  of  Staff  accommodation  in  the  Administrative  Block 
at  the  Hospital.  This  problem  which  is  urgent  has  been  rendered 
difficult  of  solution  by  the  fact  that  the  present  premises  are  unsuitable 
structurally  for  extension. 

A scheme  for  the  purchase  and  utilisation  of  '‘The  Grange”  for 
this  purpose  was  considered,  but  the  negotiations  were  broken  off,  and 
the  matter  is  at  present  in  abeyance.  I am  strongly  cf  opinion  that 
anv  scheme  for  the  provision  of  extra  accommodation  for  Staff  should 
ensuie  that  each  nurse  should  hove  a separate  bedroom. 

The-  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  which  is  held  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  under  agreement  with  ihe  Hyde  Borough  Council,  has  con- 
tinued as  in  former  years  to  be  used  for  the  treatment  of  advanced 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  amongst  Males. 

The  cases  are  admitted  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council,  and  are  drawn  from  various  parts  of  the  County. 
The  tendency  in  recent  years  has  been  for  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  to  send  into  this  Pavilion  cases  of  much  more  advanced  type 
than  was  the  practice  formerly,  and,  upon  occasion,  cases  have  been 
transferred  from  other  Sanatoria  in  Cheshire  to  the  Hyde  Pavilion 
when  the  disease  had  become  far  advanced.  The  death  rate  of  cases 
in  the  Pavilion  has  in  consequence  been  very  high,  and  extra  staff 
has  been  required  to  deal  with  patients  whose  disease  is  so  advanced 
as  to  reouire  the  constant  attention  of  skilled  and  svmpathetic  nurses. 
Nurse  Blake  and  her  assistants  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to 
comfort  and  help  the  patients. 

To  the  Nurses  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Pavilion 
I am  grateful  for  their  help,  and  on  behalf  of  the  patient  and  staff  1 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  8 Welch,  who 
have  done  so  much  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  patients  in 
the  Tuberculosis  Ward. 

T would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  who  helped  t > 
secure  for  the  patients  the  excellent  Wireless  set,  which  was  handed 
over  to  the  Hospital  Committee  during  the  year  by  Councillor  A. 
Holland. 

The  Tuberculosis  Patients  have  appreciated  the  motor  drives, 
which  wen-  made  possible  during  the  summer  months  through  the 
generosity  of  the  Hyde  Tipperary  League. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

Summary  of  Cases  Admitted  from  Neighbouring  Districts,  1925. 


Small- 

pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph-  Typhoid 
tlieria.  Fever. 

Obser- 

vation 

Tota  1 

Districts. 

Audenshaw 

...  — ... 

t 

1 ...  — .. 

2 

..  10 

Compstall  

...  — ... 

— ... 

2 

- 

9 

Denton  

...  — ... 

13  ... 

3 ...  1 .. 

i 

..  is 

Disley  

...  — ... 

3 ... 

1 ...  — ... 

— 

..  4 

Droylsden  

21  ... 

s ...  

4 

. . 3H 

Dukinfield  

...  12  ... 

9 

— ...  — ... 

— 

..  14 

Hazel  Grove  

...  — ... 

5 

3 ...  — ... 

— 

Hollingworth  

...  — ... 

i ... 

1 ...  — ... 

- 

2 

Marple  

...  — ... 

23  . . . 

— ...  — ... 

— 

..  23 

Matley  

...  — ... 

1 ... 

— 

1 

Romiley 

...  — ... 

3 ... 

1 ...  — ... 

1 

.*) 

Stockport  

...  — ... 

— ... 

— ...  — ... 

1 

1 

17  ... 

79  ... 

2(1  ...  1 ... 

9 

..  126 

During  1925,  22  cases  were  admitted,  10  cases  from  the  Borough  of 
Hyde  and  9 cases  from  outside  districts,  as  follows  : — 

Cases. 


Scarlet  Fever  (Doubtful)  16 

Diphtheria  (Doubtful)  1 

Smallpox  (Doubtful)  1 

Measles  (Doubtful)  I 


Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  carried  out  the  duties  of 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Borough  and  Smallpox  Hospitals,  and 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Pavilion.  In  connection  with  this  work  your 
Medical  Officer  paid  265  visits  to  the  Hospitals  during  1925. 

At  the  request  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Borough 
of  Oldham  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acted  as  examiner  of  the 
Nurses  at  the  Westhulme  Hospital,  Oldham,  for  the  certificate  of 
the  Fever  Nurses’  Association. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  number  of  cases 
from  Hyde  and  from  outside  districts  treated  at  the  Hyde  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital  during  1925: 


1925. 

HYDE  BOROUGH  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 
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The  following  particulars  of  a temporary  Hospital  for  Cholera 
patients  established  by  the  Hyde  Local  Board  of  Health  in  1832 
makes  interesting  reading. 

One  can  scarcely  realise  that  the  modern  well  equipped  efficiently 
staffed  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  the  outcome  of  such  an  insti- 
tution as  is  described  in  this  document,  which  has  recently  been  dis- 
covered by  E.  S.  Jenkins,  Esq.,  the  Borough  Treasurer,  during  a 
search  amongst  old  records  of  the  town  : — 

“At  a Public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hyde,  being  Ley 
payers,  the  7th  day  of  September,  1832,  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  granting  a sum  of  money 
out  of  the  Poor  Rate  for  Hyde  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health  to  enable 
such  Board  to  carry  into  operation  the  several  orders  of  His  Majesty's 
Privy  Council  dated  the  9th  day  of  February,  1832,  the  6th  day  of 
March,,  1832,  and  the  19th  day  of  July,  1832,  made  for  the  prevention 
of  the  spread  in  England  of  the  disease  called  Cholera  cr  Spasmodic 
or  Indian  Cholera. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ashton  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Sam 
Chorton,  that  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  be  granted  out  of  the 
Poor  Rate  to  the  said  Local  Beard  of  Health  to  enable  them  to 
provide  a temporary  Hospital  with  all  necessary  articles  for  the  recep- 
tion and  cure  of  persons  affected  with  the  said  disease  within  the 
said  Township  and  also  a house  of  observation  for  the  reception  of 
persons  whom  it  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  remove  from  com- 
munication with  infected  persons  and  to  procure  and  purchase  Beds, 
Food,  Clothing,  Fuel,  Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance  and  Nurses, 
also  to  discharge  the  funeral  expenses  of  poor  persons  dying  of  the 
said  disease  within  the  said  Township,  and  generally  to  enable  the 
said  Board  of  Health  to  carry  into  effect  anv  or  all  other  measures 
mentioned  in  the  said  three  several  orders  of  the  Privy  Council  and 
also  to  defray  the  necessary  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  said 
Board. 

The  above  motion  was  carried  by  a majority  of  the  Ley  payers 
present  at  the  above  meeting. 


THOMAS  MOTTRAM,  Chairman. 


£ s.  d. 

Rent  of  two  cottages  for  three  months  6 0 (l 

One  man  and  one  woman  as  Nurses  for 26  0 0 

8 Bedsterds  and  Bedding 16  0 (l 

Coals I 10  0 

Print  ing 10  0 0 

Medicine,  Medical  Attendance,  Removing  Nuisances 

and  other  incidental  expenses  37  10  0 


/1 00  0 0 

Cholera,  which  was  so  prevalent  in  England  at  the  time  referred 
to  in  the  report,  is  now  practically  unknown  in  those  islands. 

The  passing  of  “the  Cholera”  represents  one  of  the  milestones  in 
the  steady  progress  of  Sanitary  Science.  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  realise 
that  less  than  one  hundred  years  ago  such  diseases  as  Cholera,  Typhus 
and  Smallpox  were  endemic  scourges  in  England. 

The  perusal  of  such  a document  as  that  quoted  above  serves  as  a 
salutary  reminder  of  the  debt  we  owe  to  the  pioneers  in  the  practice 
of  Preventive  Medicine. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

I nder  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907,  and  I9lb,  I have 
received  >19  notifications  during  the  year  192b.  Information  as  to  the 
numhet  ot  births  registered  but  not  notified,  has  been  obtained  weekly 
from  the  local  registrars,  Mr.  J.  P.  Stafford  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Brown. 

()t  the  1(50  births  registered  during  the  year  192b,  (5  males  and  9 
females  were  of  illegitimate  children. 

I he  figures  compiled  locally  differ  slightly  from  those  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  (jcneral.  1 his  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a certain 
number  of  Hyde  babies  are  born  in  Institutions,  Hospitals  and  else- 
where outside  the  Borough  boundary,  and  the  fact  of  birth  is  not  in  all 
cases  notified  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Information  a- 
to  the  majority  of  these  cases  eventually  reaches  this  department 
through  the  Health  \ isitors  during  the  course  of  their  district  visita- 
t ion. 

Supervision  of  Midwives,  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902  and  I91S. 
is  ca  rried  out  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  for  this  area. 

No  cases  of  infringement  of  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  were  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
192b. 

On  10th  December,  192b,  1 delivered  the  inaugural  address  to  the 
newly  formed  Hyde  Branch  of  the  Cheshire  Midwives’  Associaticn 
at  the  Parsonage  Street  Centre,  Hyde,  my  subject  being  “The  Role 
cf  the  Midwife  in  Public  Health.” 

For  purposes  of  inspectorial  work  and  house  to  house  visitation 
the  Borough  has  been  subdivided  into  three  areas,  to  each  of  which  a 
Health  Visitor  has  been  allotted.  As  the  Health  Visitors  are  also 
School  Nurses  it  will  he  evident  that  in  the  course  of  their  district 
visitation  the  nurses  combine  the  work  of  the  two  departments  by 
supervising  the  children  during  the  ante-natal,  neo-natal,  and  post- 
natal periods,  and  until  the  children  leave  school. 

Particulars  of  the  medical  history  of  each  child  are  handed  on 
from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  to  the  School 
Medical  Department  when  the  child  attains  the  age  of  b years. 

In  this  way  very  close  co-ordination  exists  between  these  Depart- 
ments which  undertake  the  supervision  of  child  welfare. 

The  Health  A'isitors  and  School  Nurses  have  continued  to  carry 
cut  their  duties  admirably,  and  have  carried  their  campaign  of 
Health  propaganda  right  into  the  homes  of  the  people.  Their  advice 
has  been  eagerly  sought  and  readily  given,  and  I feel  convinced  that 
such  personal  propaganda  will  produce  lasting  and  widespread  good 
to  the  community.  Unfortunately  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
results  of  this  work  in  terms  of  its  monetary  value.  Its  effects,  both 
immedi;  te  and  remote,  can  only  be  judged  by  such  results  as  the 
increased  dissemination  of  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  Health,  the 
improved  conditions  of  the  Health  and  happiness  of  the  children,  and 
the  reduction  in  the  amount  of  sickness  and  invalidism  prevalent 
amongst  the  people. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Ante-natal  Clinics  have  been  held  on  alternate  Friday  afternoons, 
at  the  Parsonage  Street  Centre.  Mrs.  M.  Barton,  your  Senior  Health 
Visitor,  has  seen  till  the  Expectant  Mothers  in  attendance  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  and  has  received  valuable  assistance  from  Nurses 
Howorth  and  Shuttleworth  in  extending  this  very  important  branch 
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of  the  work.  Your  Medical  Officer  has  attended  periodically  for  con- 
sultations at  this  Clinic,  and  has  examined  Expectant  Mothers  upon 
other  occasions  in  cases  of  urgency.  The  attendances  at  this  Clinic 
have  been  fairly  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  H6  first  attendances 
and  200  subsequent  attendances  of  expectant  mothers  were  recorded 
during  1925.  This  branch  of  the  work,  however,  is  not  advancing 
with  such  rapidity  as  has  marked  the  development  of  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  work.  Midwives  still  regard  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  with 
suspicion,  and  do  not  send  or  bring  their  patients  as  frequently  as  is 
desirable. 

However,  there  are  evidences  of  a better  understanding  being 
reached  between  the  local  midwives  and  your  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Department. 

Nurse  Kitchen,  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  local  Midwives’ 
Association,  has  co-operated  most  loyally  with  us  in  our  Ante-natal 
work. 

There  are  signs,  too,  that  expectant  mothers  are  beginning  to 
insist  upon  receiving  Ante-Natal  care  from  the  midwife  or  doctor  who 
has  been  engagetl  to  attend  her  in  confinement.  Most  of  the  cases 
seen  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  have  attended  as  the  result  of  advice 
given  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  course  of  their  district  visita- 
tion. It  has  been  our  experience  that  a mother  who  has  once  attended 
at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  readily  seeks  advice  there  prior  to  subse- 
quent confinements. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  held  four  times  weekly,  one 
session  at  the  Rosemount  Schools,  Newton,  and  three  sessions  at  the 
Parsonage  Street  Centre,  Hyde.  The  work  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  has  continued,  as  in  former  years,  to  be  confined  almost 
entirely  to  Education  in  Mothercraft  and  propaganda  work  in 
Infant  and  Maternal  Hygiene.  Your  Health  Visitors  have  been  in 
attendance  at  the  Centres,  and  have  given  valuable  advice  to  the 
Mothers  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  feeding,  clothing,  cleanliness 
and  general  welfare  of  the  babies. 

Each  child  in  attendance  at  the  Centres  is  accurately  weighed, 
and  a record  of  the  weight  is  kept  in  the  Clinic  Register  and  on  the 
baby’s  weight  card. 

Your  Medical  Officer  has  attended  at  the  Centres  for  purposes  of 
consultation,  and  has  advised  th/e  mothers  as  to  treatment  required 
for  ailing  babies. 

Treatment  for  simple  minor  ailments  is  carried  out  at  the  Centre, 
and  all  cases  of  more  serious  illness  are  referred  for  treatment  to  their 
private  doctor  or  to  hospital  During  1925  your  Medical  Officer  and 
your  Health  Visitors  have  not  been  able  to  devote  as  much  time  as  in 
previous  years  to  the  work  of  delivering  short  talks  to  the  mothers, 
but  much  painstaking  work  has  been  done  by  giving  advice  to 
individual  cases. 

The  New  Centre  at  Parsonage  Street,  Hyde,  which  was  opened 
on  May  6th,  1924,  has  continued  to  provide  excellent  facilities  for 
this  branch  of  our  work.  Mrs.  Nall,  the  caretaker,  lias  kept  the 
premises  scrupulously  clean,  and  the  Centre  has  been  much  admired 
by  visitors. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  during 
the  year. 

Mrs.  M.  Barton,  Miss  Howorth,  and  Miss  Shutileworth  have 
carried  on  their  work  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  myself  and  all  con- 
cerned. Their  programme  of  work  has  keen  exceptionally  heavy,  but 
the  Nurses  have  not  spared  themselves  in  their  efforts  on  behalf  of 
the  Mothers  and  Babies  who  come  under  their  care. 


Thi'  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
in  visiting  the  homes  of  the  patients,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  various 
Clinics  during  1925. 


first 


visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  Infants  undet  one  vear 
of  age  ’ ... 


is.', 


Re-visits  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  

Re-visits  of  children  over  one  year  of  age 

hirst  visits  of  Expectant  Mothers 

Re-visits  of  Expectant  Mothers  

Other  visits  (children  under  .‘>,  etc.)  

Babies  weighed  (new)  at  Parsonage  Street  Centre  

Bahies  weighed  (new)  at  Rosemount  Centre  

Re-visits  of  same  (all  cases) 

Children  between  1 and  •’>  years  (new),  Parsonage  Street  Centre 

Children  between  1 and  •”>  years  (new)  Rosemount  Centre  

Subsequent  attendances  of  babies  under  1 year  of  age  at 
Parsonage  Street  Centre  

Subsequent  attendances  of  babies  under  1 year  of  age  at 
Rosemount  Centre  

Subsequent  attendances  of  children  between  1 and  •”)  years  of 
age  at  Parsonage  Street  and  Rosemount  Centres  


•JUS 

I :r>(  i 


1 SI 
90(5 
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48;} 

2700 


Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinic: — 


First 815 

Subsequent  200 


T otal 


28(5 


No  provision  has  been  made  in  Hyde  for  institutional  treatment 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  or  for  young  children. 

The  question  of  the  establishment  of  a Maternity  Home  in  Hyde 
h:  s been  in  abeyance  during  the  year,  but  I trust  this  matter  will  be 
reconsidered  as  soon  as  financial  conditions  permit  the  necessary 
expenditure. 

Cases  of  complicated  pregnancy  and  difficult  labour  are  sent  to 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  or  Stepping  Hill  Hospital,  Stockport,  by  the  practitioner 
in  attendance. 

During  1 92.',,  2 women  died  from  causes  attributable  to  child 
birth. 

Maternal  deaths,  still  births  and  infant  deaths  are  made  the 
subjects  of  special  enquiries  by  the  Health  Visitors.  During  1925 
notification  was  received  from  Cemetery  Registrars,  Midwives  and 
ethers  of  the  occurrence  of  18  still  births. 

The  mortality  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  showed  a marked 
decline  on  that  of  previous  years. 


During  1925  there  were  35  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  as  compared  with  ‘>1  in  1924. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1925  was  7:3.0  per  thousand 
births. 

The  progressive  decline  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  in  Hyde 
during  recent  years  is  well  illustrated  in  the  Graph  on  page  1.3  of 
this  report. 

No  provision  has  been  made  locally  for  institutional  treatment 
for  unmarried  mothers  or  illegitimate  children. 

A scheme  of  inter-notification  is  in  operation  in  Hyde  between 
the  Clerk  to  the  Stockport  Board  of  Guardians  and  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  to  boarded  out  children,  i.e.,  children 
permanently  deprived  of  a home  with  their  own  parents.  Such  cases 
are  kept  under  observation  by  your  Health  Visitors,  and  the  premises 
occupied  by  these  children  are  inspected  at  intervals  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Mr.  Danby,  the  local  district  Relieving  Officer,  has  rendered 
valuable  assistance  to  me  in  this  matter,  and  has  been  most  helpful 
in  dealing  with  cases  referred  to  him  under  the  Poor  Law. 

Defective  Children:  During  the  year  one  child  two  years  of  age 
was  found  upon  examination  to  be  Mentally  Defective — an  Imbecile — 
and  the  facts  were  reported  to  Dr.  M.  Young,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

Physically  Defective  Children  under  5 years  of  age  have  been 
referred  for  appropriate  treatment  to  their  own  Doctors  or  to  Hospital. 

Children  suffering  from  Crippling  Defects  of  various  kinds  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Hyde  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee,  which  was 
formed  during  1925,  and  which  is  carrying  out  such  excellent  work 
in  the  Borough. 

This  Committee  has  established  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  which  is 
held  weekly,  on  Monday  afternoons,  at  the  Parsonage  Street  Centre, 
Hyde.  The  premises  have  been  kindly  lent  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  free  of  charge  for  the  purpose. 

The  following  brief  resume  of  the  history  of  the  formulation  of 
Hyde’s  Orthopaedic  Scheme  is  of  interest. 

A few  years  ago  there  had  been  formed  in  the  County  a Cheshire 
Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee,  and  two  After-Care  Clinics  had 
been  established,  one  in  Chester  and  the  other  in  Crewe. 

The  inception  of  an  Orthopaedic  scheme  in  Hyde  was  largely  due 
to  the  initiative  of  Mrs.  M.  C.  Rogers,  who  represented  this  district 
upon  the  Committee  of  the  County  Child  Welfare  Association. 

A meeting  representative  of  various  interests  and  associations  in 
the  town  was  called  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Hyde  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Cheshire  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee,  and  took 
place  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Town  Hall,  Hyde,  on  1 0th 
February,  1925.  Lord  Ashton  of  Hyde  presided,  and  addresses  were 
delivered  by  H.  Platt.  Esc].,  M.S.,  F.R.C'.S.,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 
Manchester,  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Buxton,  O.B.E.,  Hon  Secretary  Cheshire 
Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee.  It  was  decided  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  carry  out  Orthopaedic  After-Care  work  in  Hyde. 


Ph«  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  have  been  elected  members 
of  the  Committee  : 

Mrs.  S.  Welch  (Chairman), 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Rogers  (Hon.  See.). 

Mrs.  |.  W.  A.  Danin  (Hon.  I reasurer) . 

Mrs.  J.  A.  A.  Beeley'. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  Brooke,  J.P. 

Miss  K.  Priestley. 

Hi>  Worship  the  Mayor  (Aid.  J;.s.  Hihhcrt). 

Alderman  W.  Fowden. 

Councillor  ().  L.  Jacks,  M.C. 

Councillor  G.  H.  I).  Pickthall. 

Councillor  I-  . Whalley. 

Dr.  J.  Kerr. 

l)r.  X.  Gebbie  (Assistant  Hon.  Secretary). 

The  first  step  taken  by  this  Committee  was  to  establish,  an  Ortho- 
paedic After-Care  Clinic,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  Clinic  was  held 
on  loth  June,  192o. 

1 he  L linic  is  held  weekly  on  Monday  afternoons,  at  the 
Parsonage  Street  Centre,  Hyde.  The  Committee  have  received  valu- 
able voluntary  assistance  in  the  conduct  of  the  Clinic  from  several 
ladies,  and  from  the  members  of  the  local  V.A.D.  Women’s  detach- 
ment— Miss  E.  Pratt,  Commandant. 

The  surgical  work  of  the  Clinic  is  under  the  general  direction 
of  Mr.  H.  Platt,  M.S.,  and  the  visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  is  Mr. 
H.  Poston,  M.Ch.,  of  Manchester. 

The  services  of  Miss  McNicol,  assistant  in  the  Department  of 
Massage  at  Ancoats  Hospital,  have  been  secured  for  the  Hyde  Ortho- 
paedic Clinic,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Board  of  Management  of 
Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Patients  of  all  ages  suffering  from  Crippling  conditions  of  vari- 
ous kinds  are  dealt  with  at  the  Clinic  where  ph  ster  work,  adjustment 
of  appliances,  remedial  exercises  and  massage,  are  undertaken. 
Children  under  five  years  of  age  are  referred  to  the  C linic  by  the 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 
Children  of  school  age  are  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  referred  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  advice  and  treatment  at  the  Clinic.  In-patient  treatment 
and  X-Rays  examinations  are  obtained  when  necessary  at  Ancoats 
Hospital,  Manchester. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  secure  patients  payments  for 
treatment  at  the  Clinic,  necessitous  cases  hieing  dealt  with  in  a manner 
similar  to  that  in  operation  for  assisted  milk  supplies.  Extra  Nourish- 
ment and  provision  of  spectacles  as  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Board  of  Education. 

So  far  the  work  has  been  entirely  voluntary,  but  application  has 
been  made  by  the  Orthopaedic  Committee  to  the  Maternitv  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  and  to  the  Education  ( ommittee  oi  the  Borough 
for  financial  assistance.  The  clinic  has  been  an  unqualified  success, 
and  has  ampiv  justified  its  establishment. 

There  arc  now,  after  less  than  12  months  from  its  inception,  71 
cases  on  the  register,  and  the  average  attendance  is  12. 

The  results  achieved  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  and  the 
improvement  in  several  of  the  cases  has  been  dium.tn  in  in  natuie. 

Early  in  192(5,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Hyde  Division  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  an  ; pparatus  for  Artificial  Sunlight 
will  be  installed  for  the  treatment  of  rases  recommended  lor  Helio- 
therapy. 


HYDE  VOLUNTARY  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

COMMITTEE. 


The  Ladies  ol  this  Committee  have  rendered  valuable  assistance 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  of  the  Borough  during  1925. 

They  have  conducted  the  sewing  and  knitting  classes,  they  have 
given  instruction  to  the  Mothers  in  the  cutting  out  and  sewing  of 
garments,  they  have  provided  tea  for  the  Mothers  at  the  Clinics,  they 
have  undertaken  sole  charge  of  the  Nursery  at  the  Centre,  and  they 
have  been  responsible  for  keeping  the  Attendance  and  Weight 
Registers. 

To  Miss  Dowson,  President,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Rogers,  Chairman,  Mrs. 
G.  Adamson,  Hon.  Secretary,  and  to  all  the1  members  of  the  Hyde 
Voluntary  Committee,  I would  convey  my  heartfelt  thanks. 


CO-OPERATION  WITH  NATIONAL  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY  10  CHILDREN. 

Cases  of  suspected  child  neglect  have  been  reported  to  Inspector 
Pay,  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  who  has  kept  the  cases  under  his  personal 
supervision,  and  who  has  been  most  successful  in  securing  adequate 
treatment  for  the  children  without  resort  to  prosecution. 


THE  SUPPLY  OF  MILK  FOODS  AND  EXTRA 
NOURISHMENTS. 

The  routine  procedure  adopted  in  dealing  with  applications  for 
free  or  assisted  supplies  of  Milk,  Milk  Foods,  etc.,  has  been  con- 
tinued as  in  previous  years.  Careful  consideration  is  given  to  each 
application  and  for  children  under  12  months  old,  the  scale  of  income 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
is  applied  in  determining  the  amount  of  the  grant  to  be  made.  No 
grant  is  made  for  a longer  period  than  28  days  in  any  case.  Re- 
application is  necessary  at  the  end  of  that  period. 

Statements  as  to  Income  are  checked  by  means  of  returns  obtained 
periodically  from  employers,  who  have  rendered  very  valuable 
assistance  to  me  in  this  matter. 

The  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  been  closely 
adhered  to  in  dealing  with  Expectant  Mothers,  and  with  children 
under  12  months  of  age. 

For  children  over  a year  old  special  reports  are  submitted  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  before  any  grant  is  made. 

Necessitous  cases  not  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  scheme 
are  referred  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Hyde  Sick  Kitchen,  Mr. 
F.  Oldham,  for  action  by  that  Committee. 

Miss  G.  H.  Stamp  has  continued  to  carry  out  the  executive  work 
of  the  Scheme  for  the  distribution  of  Milk,  Milk  Foods,  etc.,  in  an 
able  manner,  and  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  myself  and  to 
the  Health  Visitors  in  the  clerical  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School  Medical  Departments. 

The  following  statement  of  the  quantity  of  Milk  Foods,  etc.,  sold 
and  distributed  free  during  1925  indicates  the  extent  to  which  the 
provision  of  assistance  in  this  direction  obtains  locally. 
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STATEMENT  AS  TO  FOODS  SOLD  AND 
FREE  DURING  1925. 


SOLD  : — 

Milk  Foods  

Virol 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion 
Mall  and  Oil  


DISTRIBUTED 


1 ,01 1)  packets. 
Ill  lbs. 

•2  IS  llis. 

1 Go  lbs. 


L RE  F : — 

Milk  Foods ISM  lbs. 

Cow's  Milk  £'2\-2. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  SI  lbs. 

.Malt  and  Oil  105  lbs. 

Virol  0 lbs. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  1925  there  occurred  55  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  therefore  7:i  per  1,000  Births. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  quinquennial  period  1921-25 


was  : — 

Number  of  Deaths 
Year.  one  year 

|<,-M  

of  Infants 
of  age. 

Ml  

under 

1 nfant 

Mortality  Rale. 
1 l.f.fi 

!<)•>■>  

55  

<51 .9 

l oog 

:is  

51  

102.(3 





:15  

75.0. 

During  1925  the  chief  causes  of  death 

amongst  infants  under  one 

year  of  age  were—  Premature 

Birth,  i ; 

y on  vulsions 

, (i ; Pneumonia 

(all  forms),  5. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

During  1925  2 deaths  were  recorded  of  women  in  or  in  conse- 
quence of  child  birth,  as  compared  with  2 in  I.Ll,  _ in  I.L.i,  ii  in 
1922,  and  2 in  1921. 

Upon  receipt  of  information  of  deaths  of  Mothers  and  Infants  the 
Heath  Visitors  make  special  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
nrevious  history  of  each  case,  and  special  visits  of  inspection  are  also 
paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  cases  notified  as  suffering  from 
Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  and  I oliomv elitis. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  midwife  in  attendance  upon  a 
ca.p  of  Puerperal  Fever  to  go  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  disinfec- 
tion of  her  person  and  her  bag. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  an  kept  under  observation  at 
the  Centres  if  the  doctor  in  attendance  so  desires,  and  the  Health 
Visitors  assist  the  midwives  in  carrying  out  the  necessarv  treatment. 


POLICE  SURGEON. 


Throughout  the  year  I I have  carried  out  the  duties  of 
Surgeon  to  the  Hyde  Borough  Police  Force. 

The  total  strength  of  the  Force  is  39;  1 Chief  Constable,  ! 2 
Inspectors,  7 Sergeants  and  29  Constables. 

There  have  been  few  cases  of  serious  illness  amongst  the  mem- 
bets  of  the  Police  Force  throughout  the  year,  but  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  minor  ailments. 


Number  of  Police  Consultations  at  the  Town  Hall,  etc 103. 

Number  of  visits  to  sick  police  at  their  homes  74. 

Number  of  Recruits  examined 23. 

Number  of  examinations  of  police  for  extension  of  service 4. 

Number  of  accident  cases  seen  at  Police  Station 6. 

Number  of  examinations  of  other  cases  at  Police  Station  4. 


In  addition,  three  boys  were  examined  prior  to  their  admission 
to  an  Industrial  School. 

Two  constables  were  sent  to  the  Police  Convalescent  Home, 
Harrogate,  one  during  his  recovery  from  an  operation  for  Inguinal 
Hernia,  and  the  ether  during  his  convalescence  from  an  attack  of 
Influenza  with  Pleurisy. 

4 constables  were  vaccinated  by  me  during  the  prevalence  of 
Smallpox  in  the  surrounding  districts  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year. 

The  medicines  prescribed  for  sick  police  have  been  dispensed  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  as  in  previous  years,  by  Miss  Warburton,  the 
Deputy  Matron. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Chief  Constable,  Mr.  J.  W.  A. 
Danby,  and  to  Inspectors  Smith,  Beynon  and  Greensmith,  for  their 
kindly  consideration  and  ready  help. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  report 
upon  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Department  for  the  year  192d. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  School  Medical  Report  is  incorporated 
in  the  same  volume  with  the  reports  upon  the  Health  and  other  allied 
Medical  Services  of  the  Borough  not  only  as  a measure  of  economy 
but  also  as  an  earnest  of  the  close  co-ordination  which  exists  between 
all  the  services  in  Hyde  which  have  for  their  object  the  maintenance 
of  the  Public  Health.  The  work  of  the  Department  shows  a con- 
siderable increase  over  that  of  previous  years,  and  the  results,  which 
are  summarised  in  Tables  1.  to  l\'.  of  this  report,  are  highly  satis- 
factory, and  reflect  creditably  upon  every  member  of  the  Staff. 

The  local  administrative  arrangements  have  worked  very 
smoothly,  thanks  to  the  cordial  co-operation  of  Mr.  S.  Ashworth, 
Secretary  to  the  Education  Committee,  and  of  the  Head  Teachers  in 
all  the  School  Departments  with  your  School  Medical  Officer  and  his 
Staff. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  Staff  of  the 
School  Medical  Department  for  their  loyalty  to  me,  and  their  devotion 
to  their  work  amongst  the  School  population. 

I welcome  the  opportunity  offered  in  this,  my  last  report  as  your 
School  Medical  Officer,  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chair- 
man, Councillor  O.  L.  Jacks,  M.C.,  and  to  till  the  members  of  the 
School  Management  Committee,  for  their  kindly  consideration  to  me 
at  all  times  during  the  past  four  years,  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
their  sympathetic  consideration  and  practical  assistance  will  be 
extended  to  my  successor. 

1 have  the  honour  to  Ire, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  GEBBIE, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

School  Medical  Officer:  Nicolas  Gebbic,  M.D.  (Glas.),  D.P.H.  (Viet). 
School  Dentist  (part  time)  : E.  A.  P.  Parker,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng-). 
School  Nurses:  Mrs.  W.  Barton,  x 

Miss  A.  A.  Howorth,  x 
Miss  A.  Shuttleworth.  x. 

Clerical  Staff:  Hubert  Pike,  A.R.S.I.  (part  time). 

Miss  Gertrude  H.  Stamp  (also  M.  and  C.  W.,  clerk). 
Win.  Bailey,  C.R.S.I.  (part  time). 

x State  Registered  Nurse,  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board,  and 
Health  Visitor’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  Staff  of  the  Department 
during  H)2d. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  duties  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses  have  been  combined.  The  School  Nurses  have  carried  out 
their  duties  in  a most  efficient  and  painstaking  manner. 

The  enormous  increase  in  the  work  at  the  Clinics  has  thrown  a 
heavy  burden  upon  them,  but  they  have  not  spared  themselves  in  their 
efforts  on  behalf  of  their  little  patients. 

Mr.  H.  Pike,  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Stamp  and  Mr.  Bailey,  have 
contmued  tc  carry  cut  with  efficiency  the  clerical  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Department,  and  Miss  Stamp’s  assistance  at  the  Clinic  for 
Minor  Ailments  and  at  School  during  Dental  Inspection  has  been  most, 
valuable. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  Miss  Priestley,  Matron  of  the  Hyde 
Borough  Hospital,  tor  her  kindness  in  sending  one  of  her  Nurses, 
whenever  possible,  to  assist  the  School  Nurses  at  the  Clinics. 

CO-ORDINATION  WITH  THAT  OF  OTHER  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare:  The  fact  that  your  School 
Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Borough,  natur- 
ally assists  him  in  effecting  a close  co-ordination  between  the  various 
health  services.  Your  School  Nurses  also  hold  the  appointment  of 
Health  Visitors,  with  the  result  that  no  alteration  in  supervision 
takes  place  when  a child  reaches  School  age. 

Information  is  now  obtained  for  almost  all  children  under  •"> 
years  of  age  from  the  records  kept  by  the  Child  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, and  this  information  is  automatically  made  available  to  the 
School  Medical  Department  when  the  child  attains  School  age. 

(b)  Nursery  Schools: 

There  are  no  nursery  schools  in  the  Borough. 

(c)  The  care  cf  debilitated  children  under  schccl  age: 

In  the  course  of  their  district  visitation  the  Health  Visitors  main- 
tain constant  supervision  over  these  cases,  and  ailing  children  receive 
attention  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough. 

Children  under  school  age  who  suffer  from  Crippling  defects 
receive  advice  and  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  which  the 
Hyde  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee  has  established  during  the 
year,  and  which  is  proving  such  a success.  1 have  referred  in  detail 
to  Hyde’s  Orthopaedic  Scheme  elsewhere  in  this  report. 


THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


School  Hygiene : 

A report  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  School  Manage- 
ment Committee,  at  their  request,  upon  the  hygienic  conditions  of  the 
22  Departments  comprising  the  lit  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
Borough.  In  the  inspection  cf  the  School  Departments  for  this  pur- 
pose. and  in  the  prepare  lion  of  this  report  upon  School  Hygiene,  I 
have  had  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  F.  Allsop,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  results  of  this  investigation  are  submitted  in  tabular  form 
annexed  to  this  report. 

Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  School  Hygiene  in  the  Hyde 
Public  Elementary  Schools  is  fairly  high.  The  teaching  staff 
endeavour  to  make  the  best  of  the  existing  conditions  in  their  efforts 
to  safeguard  and  to  improve  the  health  of  the  children  under  their 
care. 


The  school  buildings  vary  widely  as  regards  their  suitability  for 
the  purpose.  Some  of  the  buildings  are  old,  and  are  constantly  in 
need  of  repair.  There  are  indications  in  the  case  of  all  the  schools 
that  more  frequent  attention  to  the  structure  of  the  buildings  is 
necessary  if  rapid  deterioration  is  to  be  prevented.  Painting  of 
external  metal  work  and  wood  work,  repairs  to  rain  water  pipes  and 
gullies,  and  repairs  to  the'  roofs  of  main  buildings  and  out-buildings 
are  not  being  carried  out  as  frequently  as  is  desirable 

The-  standard  of  general  cleanliness  in  the  newer  schools  is  much 
higher  than  in  the  older  schools,  many  of  which  are  constantly  in  use 
for  other  than  dnv-srhool  purposes.  In  these  older  schools  the  care- 
takers are  seriously  handicapped  in  their  work  by  the  fact  that  the 
chool  premises  .are  used  in  the  evenings  or  during  the  week-ends.  It 
is  impossible  to  keen  the  floors  of  the  schoolrooms  clean  where  the 
plavground  surface  is  unsatisfactory.  If  the  playground  is  covered 
with  ashes  or  clay,  dust  is  blown  into  the  schoolrooms  in  dry  weather, 
and  dirt  is  brought  into  the  classrooms  on  the  boots  of  the  children 
in  wet  weather. 

The  surroundings  of  most  of  the  schools  are  open,  but  Flowery 
Field  School  and  George  Street  School  are  surrounded  by  cottage 
property. 

This  is  especially  so  in  the  case  of  George  Street  School,  which 
is  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  to  a serious  extent. 

Ventilation  is  obtained  in  all  the  schools  bv  means  of  windows, 
wall  ventilators  and  roof  ventilators.  Ventilation  is  materially 
; ssisted  in  certain  classrooms  by  the  use  of  open  fire  places. 

Lighting  of  classrooms,  cloakrooms,  corridors,  passages  and  stairs 
is  fairly  satisfactory  throughout,  and  electric  lighting  is  in  use  in  .11 
the  schools  with  the  exception  of  Newton  St.  Mary’s  School,  Godlev 
Infants’  School,  Gee  Cross  Trinity  School,  and  St.  Paul’s  Infant 
School,  which  are  lit  by  gas  with  incandescent  burners. 

The  lighting  in  the  smaller  classrooms  is  good  almost  without 
exception,  but  the  lighting  in  the  larger  halls,  which  are  used  by 
several  classes  with  or  without  partitions,  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

During  my  inspection  of  the  schools  I did  not  receive  a single 
complaint  of  glare  from  excessive  illumination. 
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Warming:  Central  Heating  is  in  use  throughout  all  the  schools  in 
ihe  Borough,  the  classrooms  being  heated  by  pipes  or  radiators.  In 
a few  classrooms  this  is  augmented  by  the  use  of  open  fires.  The 
heating  apparatus  was  found  in  every  school  to  be  working  satisfac- 
torily. 

EQUIPMENT  AND  SANITATION. 

Type  and  Condition  of  Desks:  Long  form  desks  with  fixed  seating 
and  without  back  rests  are  still  far  too  common  in  our  schools. 

This  type  of  desk  is  not  adaptable  for  use  by  children  of  various 
ages  and  of  different  heights,  and  it  should  be  replaced  by  the  dual 
type  of  adjustable  desk  with  back  rest.  Most  of  the  senior  depart- 
ments have  been  supplied  with  a few  of  these  dual  desks,  but  many 
more  are  required  for  each  department.  In  t hi'  Infants’  Departments 
the  use  of  tables  and  chairs  for  the  tiny  toddlers,  especially  those 
under  o years  of  age,  should  be  made  universal. 

Blackboards:  Most  of  thje  blackboards  in  use  are  of  movable 
type,  and  their  condition  throughout  the  schools  is  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Conveniences:  In  all  the  schools  the  number  of  conveni- 
ences is  adequate,  but  in  many  schools  the  types  of  closet  and  of  urinal 
are  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  survey  report  extensive  altera- 
tions to  the  closet  and  urinal  accommodation  have  been  carried  out 
at  Newton  St.  Mary’s  School,  and  the  arrangements  there  are  now  the 
most  satisfactory  in  the  whole  borough.  Pedestal  W.C.’s  with  indi- 
vidual cistern  flesh  have  been  installed  at  Newton  St.  Mary’s  School. 
This  type  of  sanitary  convenience  is  the  most  hygienic,  and  it  affords 
a valuable  opportunity  of  educating  the  children  in  the  proper  use 
of  a water  closet.  There  is  no  foundation  of  truth  in  the  statement, 
sometimes  made,  thrt  the  children  wilfully  damage  this  type  of  con- 
venience. These  W.C.’s  have  been  in  use  at  Newton  St.  Mary’s 
School  over  two  years,  and  at  the  time  of  my  inspection  not  a single 
chain  was  found  to  be  broken  or  damaged. 

Flushing  of  the  W.C.’s  in  all  the  schools  is  not  carried  out  fre- 
quently enough.  Upon  investigation  of  this  matter  1 found,  to  my 
surprise,  that  the  caretakers  had  received  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  for  Education  limiting  the  flushing  of  the  sanitary  conveni- 
ences to  twice  daily,  presumably  to  prevent  wastage  of  'water. 

I am  of  opinion  that  these  conveniences  should  be  flushed  at 
least  four  times  daily,  and  more  frequently  if  the  school  premises  are 
used  for  other  than  day  school  purposes.  The  best  times  for  flush- 
ing these  conveniences  are,  in  my  opinion,  as  follows  : — 

1.  Immediately  after  play-time,  about  II  a.m. 

2.  During  the  mid-day  interval,  about  I p.m. 

.'1.  Immediately  after  play-time,  about  .'1  p.m. 

I.  After  school  hours,  about  I -.TO  p.m. 

At  Newton  St.  Mary’s  the  water  supply  to  the  cisterns  should  be 
constant,  otherwise  the  object  of  the  cistern  flush  for  each  W.C.  is 
defeated. 

All  stone  slab  urinals  in  use  in  the  schools  should  be  replaced  by 
slate  urinals  or  glazed  earthenware'  urinal  stalls. 

All  water  pipes  in  exposed  positions  should  be  wrapped  to  prevent 
damage  by  frost  in  winter. 

Water  Supply  for  Washing:  With  one  or  two  <j\<  options  the' 
schools  are  inadequately  provided  with  lavatory  basins.  The  defects 
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found  in  the  various  schools  arc  referred  to  in  the  table  annexed  to 
this  report.  I he  insufficiency  ot  wash  basins  is  particularly  notice- 
able in  the  case  of  the  Inf;  nts’  Departments. 

Some  of  the  basins  provided  in  Infants’  Departments  are  fixed  . t 
so  high  a level  from  the  ground  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the 
children  to  use  them. 

1 he  supply  of  towels  for  the  use  of  the  children  is  insufficient. 

1 am  informed  by  the  Head  Teachers  that  their  requests  for  fresh 
supplies  of  towelling  have  been  refused.  Some  of  the  teachers  have 
had  to  purchase  supplies  of  towelling  from  funds  intended  for  other 
school  purposes. 

Most  of  the  lavatory  bowls  in  use  are  supplied  with  both  hot  and 
cold  water. 

Water  Supply  for  Drinking:  The  general  rule  throughout  the 
schools  is  for  the  water  supplies  for  drinking  purposes  to  be  obtained 
from  the  taps  supplying  the  wash  basins.  In  a few  instances  there  are 
separate  taps  placed  in  convenient  positions  for  the  children’s  use. 

Cleanliness  cf  Schoolrooms  and  Cloakrooms:  1 have  already 
referred  to  this  question,  and  1 have  pointed  out  the  difficulties  with 
which  certain  of  the  caretakers  are  confronted. 

Arrangements  for  Drying  Childern’s  Clothes  and  Boats:  No 

special  arrangements  are  in  use  for  this  purpose.  In  bad  weather  the 
teachers  arrange  for  the  children’s  co;  ts,  etc.,  to  be  dried  on  the  hot 
water  pipes  or  in  front  of  the  fires.  In  the  cloakroom  of  Flowery 
Field  Girls’  Department  a small  boiler  is  installed  with  pipes  along 
the  various  cloak  stands.  This  heating  apparatus  was  not  in  use  at 
the  time  of  the  inspection. 

School  Meals:  The  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  meals  at  the 
Mechanics’  Institute,  Hyde,  are  discussed  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

In  most  of  the  Infants’  Departments,  warm  cocot.  is  supplied  to 
the  tiny  toddlers  during  the  course  of  the  morning  session  in  the 
winter  months,  but  otherwise  no  meals  are  provided  or  consumed  on 
the  school  premises. 

The  following  tabular  statement  provides  a brief  resume  of  the 
defects  in  the  hygienic  conditions  of  the  schools  in  the  area.  In 
making  a comparison  between  the  condition^  in  the  various  schools 
due  regard  must  be  paid  to  the  age  of  the  buildings,  the  situation  and 
surroundings  of  each  school  and  the  extent  to  which  the  premises  are 
used  for  other  purposes:— 

Flowery  Field — Infant::’  Department: 

Floorboards  in  large  classroom  very  uneven:  door  into  large  class- 
room not  satisfactory  ; it  should  be  repaired  and  made  to  open  in  the 
opposite  direction  to  prevent  draught.  A rain-water  pipe  in  the  play- 
ground is  not  disconnected  from  the  Sewer,  anti  a yard  gullv  is 
choked.  The  trough  closets  are  insanitary,  and  are  not  flushed 
sufficiently.  Urinals  are  not  satisfactory.  The  W.U.  reserved  for  the 
teachers  has  no  separate  flushing  ; pparatus. 

Flcwery  Field — Girls’  Department: 

Desks  in  use  should  be  replaced  by  Dual  desks.  I wo  lavatory 
basins  should  be  removed  from  the  classrooms  and  placid  in  the 
cloakroom.  Number  of  washbowls  is  insufficient.  The  trough  closets 
are  insanitary,  and  are  not  flushed  sufficiently.  Nr  eparate  W.C. 
accommodation  for  teachers. 
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Flowery  Field — Beys’  Department: 

Small  area  enclosed  by  railings  in  front  of  the  School  is  full  of 
rubbish  of  various  kinds,  and  is  useless  for  school  purposes.  Desks  in 
use  are  unsatisfactory.  Dual  desks  are  needed.  In  two  classrooms 
the  cloaks  are  kept;  this  is  unsatisfactory.  Standard  III. 
cloakroom  is  in  a small,  dark,  unventilated  room. 
The  cloakroom  used  by  children  in  Standards  IV.,  V. 
and  VI  : is  very  dark.  The  two  washbowls  are  insufficient 
and  insanitary,  and  the  gully  is  placed  inside  the  cloakroom.  Two 
rain-water  pipes  in  playground  are  not  disconnected  from  the  sewer. 
The  trough  closets  are  insanitary,  and  arc  not  flushed  sufficiently. 
The  urinals  are  unsatisfactory  in  that  the  slate  slabs  and  open 
channel  are  in  a state  of  disrepair. 

Gee  Cress  Council — Infants’  Department: 

The  three  washbowls  provided  art*  unsuitable  for  Infants’  use. 
Rain-water  pipe  in  playground  not  disconnected  from  the  sewer.  The 
vent  pipe  from  the  new  W.C.’s  for  teachers  (upstairs)  is  not  carried 
above  the  eaves.  The  urinal  is  insanitary  in  that  the  slate  slabs  are 
not  cleansed.  The  trough  W.C.  with  pan  hopper  is  insanitary. 

Gee  Cross  Council — Senior  Department : 

Existing  Form  Desks  should  be  replaced  by  Dual  Desks.  The 
trough  closets  are  not  flushed  sufficiently.  The  W.C.  pans  are  badly 
soiled  with  excreta,  and  two  pans  in  the  Boys’  Lavatories  are  broken. 
The  closet  accommodation  in  use  for  the  children  at  this  school  com- 
pares very  unfavourably  with  the  excellent  provision  which  has 
recently  been  made  by  the  Sunday  School  Authorities. 

Gee  Cress  Trinity — Infants’  Department : 

Playground  surface  is  unsatisfactory.  Artificial  lighting  by  gas 
is  unsatisfactory.  Form  Desks  should  be  replaced  by  Dual  Desks, 
and  tables  and  chairs.  Floor  boards  are  uneven.  Ceilings  and 
walls  require  re-decoration.  The  trough  closets  are  flushed  from  the 
rim,  and  have  a water  seal  at  each  pan.  This  type  is  fairly  satis- 
factory, but  these  closets  are  not  flushed  sufficiently. 

Gee  Cross  Trinity — Senior  Department : 

Playground  surface  is  unsatisfactory.  Electric  lighting  should  be 
installed  prior  to  the  re-decoration  of  walls  and  ceilings  which  is  due. 
Floor  boards  are  uneven.  Form  Desks  in  use  should  be  replaced  by 
Dual  Desks.  Trough  closets  should  be  flushed  more  frequently. 

George  Street — Infants’  Department: 

This  School  is  hemmed  in  by  surrounding  buildings  which  inter- 
fere with  the  efficient  lighting  of  the  classrooms.  Form  desks  should 
be  replaced  by  suitable  desks.  Lack  of  washing  accommodation 
There  is  one  wash-basin,  which  is  too  high  for  Infants’  use.  The 
hand-flushed  closets  are  unsatisfactory,  and  two  W.C.  pans  are 
cracked.  The  urinals  are  insanitary. 

George  Street — Senior  Department : 

The  lighting  of  the  centre  of  the  large  hall  is  not  satisfactory. 
Form  Desks  should  be  replaced  by  Dual  Desks.  One  classroom  is 
without  desks.  The  rain-water  pipes  are  not  disconnected  from  the 
sewer.  The  hand-flushed  closets  are  unsatisfactory,  and  the  urinals 
are  insanitary.  There  is  only  one  wash  basin  for  all  the  children. 

Godley — Infants’  School : 

Playground  is  enclosed  by  high  wall.  Artificial  Lighting  by  gas 
is  unsatisfactory.  The  floor  boards  are  uneven.  Walls  of  class- 
rooms are  damp.  Ventilation  of  rooms  is  not  adequate.  The  three 
wash  basins  are  unsuitable  for  Infants’  use.  Boys’  Urinal  is  too  close 
to  School  buildings.  These  premises  are  quite  unsuitable  for  use  as 
an  Infants’  School. 


Godley — Senior  School : 

The  playground  surface  is  unsatisfactory.  The  drainage  pipes  arc 
exposed  at  all  downspouts,  and  many  are  damaged  in  consequence  of 
the  ground  being  worn  away.  The  roadway  up  to  the  school  is  not 
satisfactory;  the  ground  there  and  in  the  playgrounds  resembles  a 
quagmire.  1 here  are  I W.C.’s  for  Boys;  these  are  Trough  closets. 
In  one  the  seat  is  missing,  and  in  the  other  three  the  seats  are 
broken.  The  urinal  of  stone  slabs  is  insanitary.  The  W.C'.’s  are  not 
flushed  sufficiently. 

Leigh  Street — Infants’  School : 

The  rain-water  pipe  over  cloakroom  is  broken.  Several  gullies 
in  playground  tire  choked.  An  extra  slab  is  needed  in  Boy’s  urinal. 
W.C.’s  not  flushed  sufficiently. 

Leigh  Street — Girls’  Department ; 

Several  gullies  in  playground  are  choked.  W.C.’s  are  not 
flushed  sufficiently. 

Leigh  Street — Boys’  Department; 

Several  gullies  in  pi.  yground  are  choked.  W.C.’s  are  not  flushed 
sufficiently. 

Newton  St.  Mary’s — Infants’  Department; 

One  of  the  wall  ventilators  is  out  of  repair.  Lighting  by  gas  is 
unsatisfactory.  There  is  a lack  of  cleanliness  in  the  lavatory  com- 
partments. Repairs  are  needed  to  piping  (water)  and  to  lavatory- 
seats.  Boys’  Urinal  is  dirty.  One  washbowl  installed  is  not  suitable 
for  Infants’  use. 

Newton  St.  Mary’s — Senior  Department: 

Lighting  by  gas  is  unsatisfactory.  W.C.’s  and  urinals  are  not 
k-  pt  clean.  Repairs  are  needed  to  water  piping  in  lavatory  compart- 
ments. Form  desks  in  use  should  be  replaced  by  Dual  desks.  The 
gas  boiler  and  gas  ring  in  one  of  the  classrooms  should  be  removed. 

St.  George’s — Infants’  Department; 

Part  of  playground  surface  unsatisfactory.  The  lighting  of  one 
classroom  and  of  the  adjoining  corridor  should  be  improved.  The 
Hopper  Trough  closets  are  not  satisfactory,  and  are  not  flushed  suffi- 
ciently. 

St.  George’s — Senior  Department; 

Part  of  playground  surface  is  unsatisfactory.  Remaining  T orm 
desks  should  be  replaced  l)\-  Dual  desks.  The  three  unused  washbowls 
in  a classroom  should  be  removed.  The  stand  for  cloaks  in  one  of 
the  classrooms  should  be  removed.  The  Hopper  trough  closets  are 
unsatisfactory,  and  are  not  flushed  sufficiently. 

St.  Paul’s — Infants’  School; 

Artificial  Lighting  bv  gas  is  unsatisfactory.  1 he  Long  form 
Desks  should  be  replaced  ly  Dual  Desks  and  t hairs  and  I aides. 
The  trough  closets  are  not  flushed  sufficiently.  I here  is  no  washing 
accommodation  suitable  for  children. 

St.  Paul’s — Senior  Department: 

"The  remaining  Long  form  Desk'  should  be  tool;  cod  bv  Dual 
Desks.  Trough  closets  should  he  more  frequently  flushed.  Tty 
stair  between  the  twm  floors  is  steep  in  places.  I he  lighting  of  the 
classrooms  could  be  improved  by  providing  more  window  space. 
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Water  Street — Infants’  Department: 

The  Form  Desks  should  he  replaced  by  Dual  Desks  and  Chairs 
and  Tables.  The  surface  of  the  playground  is  unsatisfactory,  con- 
sisting of  cobbles.  The  floors  of  the  classrooms  are  uneven.  The 
wash-bowls  are  not  suitable  for  Infants’  use.  The  W.C.’s  are  not 
flushed  sufficiently. 

Water  Street — Senior  Department: 

There  is  a collection  of  rubbish,  brickbats,  etc.,  in  the  yard  to 
which  the  general  public  has  easy  access.  There  is  much  fouling  of 
the  ground  with  excrement  in  the  yard  close  to  the  school  buildings. 
An  insanitary  ashpit  is  in  use  at  this  school,  and  its  roof  is  defective. 
The  roof  of  the  Boys’  Lavatories  is  also  defective.  The 
drainage  from  the  wash-bowls  is  not  satisfactory,  in  that  the 
waste  pipes  are  connected  directly  to  the  soil  pipe.  In  the  cellar  there 
is  running  water  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs.  The  source  of  this  water 
should  be  investigated  and  its  course  diverted.  The  W.C.’s  are  not 
flushed  sufficiently.  The  soil  pipe  is  unsatisfactory,  and  is  not  carried 
high  above  the  building,  and  the  rain-water  pipes  are  not  properly 
disconnected  from  the  sewer. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  work  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection  of  the  children  at  School 
has  proceeded  smoothly  throughout  1925.  As  in  previous  years,  the 
Head  Teachers  of  the  various  Departments  have  rendered  valuable 
assistance  not  only  in  making  the  preliminary  arrangements,  but  also 
by  their  personal  interest  in  this  branch  of  school  work. 

I have  endeavoured  to  conduct  Medical  Inspection  in  each  School 
at  approximately  the  same  time  each  year,  and  have  studied  the 
interests  of  the  Head  Teachers  so  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
with  the  routine  work  of  the  school. 

Notice  is  sent  some  weeks  in  advance  to  the  Head  Teacher  of  my 
intention  to  commence  Routine  Inspection,  and  particulars  as  to  the 
number  of  children  in  the  various  groups  due  for  medical  inspection 
are  obtained. 

Immediately  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  inspection  the 
School  Nurse  visits  the  school,  weighs  and  measures  the  children  and 
enters  the  weights  and  heights  on  the  record  cards  which  have  been 
prepared  by  the  Head  Teacher. 

Routine  inspection  is  continued  until  all  the  children  due  for 
examination  have  been  dealt  with.  Thereafter  cases  notified  previ- 
ously to  have  suffered  from  defects  are  followed  up  at  school  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  appropriate  entries  as  to  treatment,  etc., 
are  made  on  each  child’s  “follow  up”  card. 

The  children  examined  in  a routine  manner  during  1925  were 
those  falling  within  one  of  the  undermentioned  groups,  in  accordance 
with  the  schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

1.  Entrants:  All  5 year-old  children  and  those  children  of  (i  years 

who  were  not  examined  at  5 years  of  age. 

2.  Intermediates:  All  8-year-old  children  and  children  of  9 years  who 

were  not  examined  at  8 years  of  age. 

fl.  Leavers:  All  12-year-old  children  and  children  of  Id  years  and  II 
years  who  were  not  examined  at  12  years  of  age. 

Children  examined  during  the  year  who  were  7 years,  HI  years, 
or  1 I years  of  age  , have  been  classified  in  the  category  of  Other 
Routine  Inspections  Table  IA. 


FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  MEDICAL 

TREATMENT. 


(a)  Uncleanliness : Inspections  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  heads 
and  bodies  ol  the  children  have  been  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  and  the  School  Nurses  during  Routine  Medical  Inspection. 
In  addition  surprise  \isiis  of  inspection  h,  ve  been  paid  by  the  three 
School  Nurse--  to  all  the  schools  at  intervals  throughout  the  year,  and 
1 he  results  of  these  inspections  have-  been  regularly  reported  to  your 
School  Management  Committee.  These  inspections  entail  a consider- 
able expenditure  of  time,  and  involve  much  extra  work  by  the  School 
Nurses,  but  the  results  fully  justify  the  action  taken.  There  is 
undoubtedly  a marked  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
of  the  children  since  these  inspections  were  organised  systematic;  llv 
in  l!>22.  Oft  repeated  inspections  are  necessary  to  maintain  this 
improvement,  in  a few  instances  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  children 
from  school  for  unc deanliness  which  remained  untreated  after  notice 
of  the  defect  had  been  given  to  the  parents.  In  such  cases  attendance 
of  the  parent  at  the  Clinic  was  insisted  upon,  and  fac  ilities  were  there 
. tiered  to  the  parent  to  use  the  Sacker  Comb,  under  the  supervision 
of  one  of  the  School  Nurses. 

Many  of  these  combs  have  been  obtained  from  the  manufacturer 
tit  a reduced  price  tor  the  use  of  parents  who  have  decided  to  carry 
out  the  treatment  at  home.  In  special  cases,  e.g.  orpntined  children, 
the  School  Nurses  have  themselves  carried  out  the  work  of  cleansing 
the  children  at  the  Clinic. 

C.  ses  of  persistent  neglect  of  cleanliness  have  been  reported  to 
the  Secretary  to  the  Education  Committee  for  action  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officer,  and  also  to  the  Local  Inspector  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

(b)  Miner  Ailments: 

Cases  of  Minor  Ailments  are  referred  to  the  School  Clinic  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  during  the  course  of  Routine  Medical  Inspec- 
tion and  following  Up,  by  the  School  Nurses  during  their  district 
visitation  and  their  school  inspection,  by  the  Head  Teachers,  by  the 
Parents  and  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer. 

The  Clinic  is  held  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  at  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  at  1 1 a.m.,  and  is  well  attended. 

It  has  been  found  advisable  to  keep  the  School  Clinic  open  during 
the  School  Holidays  for  the  supervision  of  such  cases  as  Impetigo, 
Ringworm,  etc. 

At  the  School  Clinic  for  minor  ailments  the  average  number  of 
children  in  attendance  has  been  per  week,  excluding  Saturdays. 

On  Saturday  mornings  the  average  attendance  w;  s 

The  arrangements  for  parents’  payments,  viz.,  a voluntary  collec- 
tion madi  quarterly  in  the  Schools,  and  a box  placed  in  the  clinic 
for  voluntary  contributions,  have  been  continued  with  success  during 
the  y ear. 

The  circular  letter  which  was  issued  early  in  1021  by  the  Secre- 
tarv  for  Education  to  all  parents  with  children  of  school  age  in  the 
Borough  was  in  the  following  terms: 
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HYDE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  SCHOOL 

CHILDREN. 

The  Board  of  Education  have  drawn  attention  to  the  terms  under 
which  Local  Education  Authorities  provide  Medical  Treatment  for 
School  Children,  and  have  requested  the  Authorities  to  institute 
Scales  of  Charges  for  such  treatment. 

The  Board  have  been  informed  that  Parents  in  Hyde  were  re- 
quired to  pay,  according  to  their  means,  for  Spectacles  supplied,  and 
for  operations  for  adenoids  and  tonsils,  but  that  it  was  undesirable 
and  impracticable,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren, to  make  charges  for  dental  treatment  and  minor  ailments  at 
the  School  Clinic. 

In  place  of  such  charges  the  Education  Committee  undertook 
to  take  voluntary  collections  each  quarter  in  the  Schools  towards  the 
cost  of  such  treatment,  and  the  first  collection  will  be  made  on 
Monday  morning  next,  March  3 1st,  1924. 

The  School  Clinic  is  rendering  excellent  service  to  a large  number 
of  Children  daily,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Parents  on  realising  the 
great  value  of  this  service  to  their  children  will  very  willingly  con- 
tribute something  towards  the  cost. 

Those  Parents  whose  children  have  had  occasion  to  make  use  of 
the  Clinic  should  realise  their  responsibility  in  the  matter,  whilst 
those  whose  children  have  been  blessed  with  good  health  should  look 
upon  their  contributions  as  thank  offerings  in  aid  of  those  in  less 
fortunate  circumstances. 

A box  has  also  been  placed  at  the  Clinic  for  the  purpose  of 
ieceiving  small  voluntary  contributions  from  the  parents  when  the 
children  attend  the  Clinic. 


Education  Office, 
Hyde. 


S.  ASHWORTH, 

Secretary  for  Education. 


(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids: 

During  the  year  192b,  50  children  were  found,  upon  qxamination, 
to  be  suffering  from  enlargement  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  necessary  to  ask  the  parents  to  seek  medical  advice. 
Of  these  cases,  38  received  operative  treatment ; 20  cases  at  the  Dis- 
trict Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  and  18  cases  at  other  Hospitals  or 
privately. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Hyde  Education  Committee 
with  the  Ashton  District  Infirmary  Board  for  the  operative  treatment 
of  cases  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  amongst  school  children 
have  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  children  concerned 
are  seen  at  the  School  Clinic  by  your  School  Medical  Officer,  and  are 
prepared  for  operation.  They  are  sent  down  to  the  Infirmary,  after 
the  parents’  consent  has  been  obtained,  in  batches  of  five,  and,  subse- 
quent to  the  operation,  they  are  seen  by  your  School  Medical  Officer 
at  the  Clinic,  where  advice  is  given  to  the  parents  upon  that  most 
important  aspect  of  the  treatment,  after-care. 

Operative  treatment  in  cases  of  marked  enlargement  of  Tonsils 
and  Adenoids  when  combined  with  efficient  after-care  produce  marked 


. nd  sometimes  rapid  improvement  not  only  in  the  physical  health,  but 
also  in  the  mental  condition  of  the  children. 

Cases  of  slight  enlargement  of  the  ronsils  and  Adenoids  as  well 
as  post-operative  cases  are  kept  under  observation  at  the  School  Clinic. 

One  case,  a girl  who  was  known  to  suffer  from  Haemophilia,  pre- 
sented some  difficulty.  An  operation  for  enlarged  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids  was  considered  advisable,  and  after  consulting  the  parents 
your  School  .Medical  Officer  arranged  for  her  admission  to  the  Infirm- 
ary for  a course  of  appropriate  treatment  prior  to  the  operation.  Her 
blood  w.  s tested  at  frequent  intervals  at  the  Laboratory  at  the  Infirm- 
ary. and  it  was  decided  by  the  Surgeon  in  charge  of  t hie  case  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  operation  for  a period  of  six 
months. 

In  the  meantime  treatment  for  her  Haemophilia  is  being  carried 
out  by  her  own  Doctor,  and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  her  re- 
admission to  the  Infirmary  in  due  course. 

id)  Tuberculosis: 

Children  found  upon  examination  at  School  or  at  the  School 
Clinic  to  be  suffering  from  suspected  or  definite  Tuberculosis  are 
referred  by  your  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  District  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  Dr.  E.  Weathcrhead,  for  action  by  him. 

A register  of  these  cases  is  kept  by  your  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  full  particulars  of  each  case  are  entered  therein  at  intervals.  A 
separate  register  is  also  kept  of  all  children  of  school  age  suffering 
from  Anaemia,  Debility,  etc. — the  so-called  pre-tubercular  children. 
The  provision  of  an  Open-air  school  for  these  children  is  a necessary 
adjunct  to  the  measures  taken  to  help  to  restore  them  to  robust  health, 

; nd  to  enable  them  to  benefit  to  the  fullest  extent  by  the  Education 
which  is  provided  for  them.  Your  School  Medical  Officer  has  dis- 
cussed with  the  Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee  the  preliminary 
details  of  a scheme  for  the  establishment  of  an  Open-air  School  at 
Werneth  Lodge,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  scheme  thus  suggested 
will  be  proceeded  with  in  the  near  future. 

Children  suffering  from  Crippling  defects  due  to  Tuberculosis 
receive  treatment  at  the  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Beeley 
Street,  Hyde,  and  at  the  Hyde  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic. 

(e)  Skin  Disease : 

The  most  important  diseases  affecting  the  skin  met  with  in  the 
course  of  our  school  medical  work  during  lff'ib  have  been  Ringworm, 
Scabies  and  Impetigo. 

Ringworm  cf  the  Scalp:  5 cases  were  discovered  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  during  the  year.  Cases  of  Ringworm  during  the 
active  stage  are  excluded  from  school,  and  are  treated  privately  or  at 
the  School  Clinic  by  medicinal  means. 

A few  cases  were  referred  by  their  own  Doctors  to  Hospital  for 
treatment  by  X-Rays.  Cases  suitable  for  X-Rays  treatment  can  be 
referred  to  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-1  .yne,  under  your 
arrangement  with  the  Infirmary  Board,  but  during  Iffffo  it  was  not 
necessary  for  your  School  Medical  Officer  to  avail  himself  of  these 
facilities. 

Specimens  of  hairs  from  definite  or  suspected  cases  of  Ringworm 
of  thi'  Scalp  are  examined  microscopically  by  your  School  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Laboratory,  Town  Hall,  Hyde. 
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The  microscope  renders  valuable  aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  doubt- 
ful cases,  and  in  determining  when  the  disease  has  ceased  to  be  active. 

r ases  proved  clinically  r.nd  microscopically  to  be  quiescent  are 
allowed  to  return  to  school,  but  a special  linen  cap  must  be  worn  at 
School  until  such  time  as  all  evidences  of  the  diseased  condition  have 
disappeared. 

The  measures  taken  by  your  School  Medical  Department  have 
undoubtedly  played  an  important  part  in  effecting  the  marked  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  cases  of  Ringworm  of  the  Scalp  which  has 
taken  place  in  recent  years. 

Ringworm  of  the  Scalp  can  be  the  cause  of  prolonged  absence 
from  School,  and  being  a highly  contagious  disease  it  might  rapidly 
spread  through  a class  or  a whole  school  it  our  measures  of  vigilance 
were  relaxed. 

The  greatest  care  must  be  exercised  to  prevent  the  return  to 
school  of  a case  still  in  the  infectious  stage.  Hence  the  suggestion 
of  your  School  Medical  Officer  which  you  have  adopted  and  h,ave 
put  into  operation  that  no  case  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  be  re- 
admitted to  school  unless  a certificate  has  been  obtained  by  the  Head 
Teacher  from  the  School  Medical  Officer  that  the  child  is  free  from 
infection. 

Ringworm  cf  the  Body : 

These  cases  occur  periodically,  and  as  a rule  they  respond  readily 
to  medicinal  treatment  at  the  School  Clinic. 

The  number  of  cases  met  with  shows  a decline  in  recent  years. 

Scabies : 

Cases  of  Scabies  were  met  with  in  large  numbers  in  the  years 
just  after  the  war,  but  there  have  been  very  few  cases  observed  and 
treated  during  the  year  1925. 

The  decline  in  recent  years  is  shown  by  the  statistics  of  the 
number  of  cases  of  Scabies  met  with  during  Routine  Medical  Inspec- 


tion  : — 

Year. 

Number  of  Cases 

1925  . 

1 

1924  

9 

1923  

4 

1922 

s 

1921  

10 

Impetigo : 

Cases  of  Impetigo  continue  to  form  the  bulk  of  the  population  of 
the  School  Clinic.  Despite  the  prompt  measures  taken  and  the  skilful 
treatment  carried  out  by  the  School  Nurses  at  the  Clinic,  some  of 
these  cases  of  Impetigo  remain  very  persistent,  and  are  an  important 
cause  of  absenteeism.  Parents  fail  to  realise  the  importance  of 
energetic  treatment  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  and  in  a few 
cases  parental  apathy  has  threatened  to  become  parental  neglect.  In 
such  cases  your  School  Medical  Officer  has  insisted  upon  the  presence 
of  one  of  the  parents  at  the  School  Clinic  where  advice  has  been 
tendered  as  to  the  necessity  for  treatment  and  warnings  have  been 
given  as  to  the  consequences  to  the  parent  if  the  child’s  condition 
was  further  neglected. 

Such  warnings  have  in  all  cases  had  the  desired  effect,  and  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  resort  to  prosecution  in  any  case  during  1925. 
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if)  External  Eye  Disease: 

Included  in  this  category  are  cases  of  Conjunctivitis,  Blepharitis, 
Hordeolum,  Corneal  Ulceration  and  Keratitis. 

1 here  has  been  no  unusual  prevalence  of  cases  of  these  diseases 
during  192b.  Children  suffering  from  these  defects  are  seen  by  the 
School  .Medical  Officer  at  School  or  at  the  Clinic.  Mild  cases  are 
treated  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  severe  cases  are  referred  to  the 
patient''  private  Doctor  or  to  Hospital. 

Cases  of  squint  have  been  advised  as  to  appropriate  treatment, 
and  in  suitable  instances  have  been  referred  for  refraction  to  the 
Clime,  to  Hospital,  or  to  the  patient’s  private  doctor. 

No  case  of  squint  was  referred  for  operative  treatment  during 
the  year. 

(g)  Vision: 

During  the  year  IS2  cases  of  defective  vision  were  referred  for 
treatment,  and  7 1 cases  were  kept  under  observation. 

Of  these  cases  9-1  were  submitted  to  Refraction  by  your  School 
.Medical  Officer,  2d  were  similarly  dealt  with  by  private  practitioner 
or  at  Hospital,  and  1 I otherwise. 

During  192b  your  School  Medical  Officer  held  dS  Sessions,  on 
Tuesday  mornings  as  a rule,  tor  the  examination  by  refraction  of 
children  suffering  from  defective  vision,  and  for  the  prescription  of 
spectacles. 


Spectacles  were  prescribed  by  your  School  Medical  Officer  for  S(J 
children,  and  were  obtained  through  arrangements  made  by  you  in 
79  cases. 

A few  cases  in  which  spectacles  which  had  been  ordered  had 
not  been  obtained  after  three  months  had  elapsed  were  followed  up 
by  the  School  Nurses. 

The  fact  that  only  three  cases  failed  to  obtain  the  spectacles 
which  had  been  ordered  is  highly  creditable,  and  proves  that  the 
parents  realise  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  school  medical  work. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  was  found  necessary,  for  finan- 
cial reasons,  to  terminate  the  contract  which  had  been  in  operation 
for  several  years  with  a Manchester  firm  for  the  supply  of  spectacles 
prescribed  at  the  School  Clinic.  The  contract  has  now  been  let  to  a 
local  firm,  whose  work,  so  far,  has  been  highly  satisfactory. 

The  9b  rases  submitted  to  refraction  by  your  School  Medical 
Officer  during  192b  were  for  the  following  defects: 


Hypermetropia  22  cases. 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  fib  ,, 

Myopia I -1  ,, 

Myopic  Astigmatism  II 

Mixed  Astigmatism  7 ,, 

Other  Defects  7 


Total  9b  rases. 


(h)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing: 

Kach  child  is  carefully  tested  during  Routine  Medical  Inspec- 
tion for  the  detection  of  defective  hearing  and  of  diseases  of  the  ear. 
Similarly,  cases  are  sent  by  Teachers,  Parents  and  others  to  the 
School  Clinic  for  examination. 
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I have  found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  “forced  whisper” 
test  at  School  in  consequence  of  the  unsuitability  of  most  school 
premises  for  this  purpose.  Accordingly  I have  adopted  as  a routine 
measure  the  whisper  test,  taking  care  to  avert  the  child’s  eyes  during 
the  application  of  the  test.  Risk  of  lip  reading  is  thus  obviated. 

During  1925,  13  cases  of  defective  hearing  were  discovered  a t 
Routine  Medical  Inspection.  Of  the  cases  discovered  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection,  and  as  the  result  of  Special  Inspections,  92 
children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  defective  hearing  to  an 
extent  which  rendered  treatment  advisable. 

Ear  Diseases,  ranging;  from  slight  accumulation  of  wax  in  the 
ears  to  severe  Otitis  Media,  were  found  to  be  present  in  9(3  cases. 
Appropriate  treatment  was  recommended  for  these  defects. 

The  arrangements  previously  made  whereby  children  with  dis- 
charging ears  attend  daily  at  the  Clinic  for  treatment  has  been  con- 
tinued during  1925,  and  the  results  have  fully  justified  the  cVxtra  work 
thus  undertaken  by  your  School  Nurses. 

One  case  of  Mastoiditis  was  sent  by  her  own  Doctor  to  Ashton 
Infirmary  for  operation. 

(I)  Dental  Defects: 

The  services  of  your  School  Dentist,  Mr.  E.  A.  P.  Parker,  L.D.S., 
R.C.S.  (Eng.),  have  been  available  for  Inspection  and  Treatment  of 
Dental  Defects  upon  two  afternoons  weekly  during  the  school  terms. 

Dental  Inspection  is  conducted  at  school  by  Mr.  Parker,  who 
has  the  valuable  assistance  of  Miss  Stamp  in  carrying  out  the  clerical 
work. 

The  Clinic  for  Dental  Treatment  is  ht  Id  at  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  Hyde. 

As  in  previous  years,  Denta.l  Inspection  has  been  confined  to 
children  in  the  6 to  8 years’  groups,  but  treatment  has  been  available 
for  a limited  number  of  selected  children  in  other  age  groups. 

Parents  continue  to  show  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the  facil- 
ities for  dental  treatment  for  their  children  by  their  prompt  response 
when  notified  of  the  existence  of  Dental  Defect,  and  your  School 
Dentist  has  gained  the  complete  confidence  of  both  parents  and 
children  by  his  high  standard  of  efficiency,  and  his  skilful  handling 
of  his  little  patients. 

The  public  of  Hyde  is  being  educated  to  realise  the  importance 
of  this  branch  of  the  work,  and  there  is  in  consequence  an  increasing 
demand  for  treatment  for  dental  defects. 

The  work  has  increased  considerably,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  consider  the  possibility  of  extending  the  facilities  for 
dental  work  as  soon  as  financial  considerations  will  permit  you  to  do 
so. 

(j)  Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. 

A register  is  kept  by  your  School  Medical  Officer  of  all  children 
of  school  age  suffering  from  Crippling  Defects.  The  commonest 
causes  of  such  defects  are  Tuberculosis,  Infantile  Paralysis  and 
Rickets. 

These  crippled  children  receive  advice  and  treatment  at  the  Hyde 
Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic. 

Full  particulars  of  t ho  organisation  and  scope  of  the  work  of  the 
Hyde  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee,  which  is  a voluntary  organ- 


isation,  have  been  submitted  !o  the  Board  of  Kdueation,  and  it  is 
hoped  that,  at  an  early  date,  your  School  Management  Committee 
will  be  authorised  to  render  financial  assistance  towards  this  most 
important  branch  of  school  medical  work. 

A detailed  report  of  the  scherm  for  Orlhopatdic  After-care  work 
in  Hyde  will  lie  found  in  the  section  of  this  report  dealing  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

6.  Infectious  Disease: 

Your  School  Medical  Officer,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  has  the  advantage  of  receiving  early  information  of  the  occur- 
rence of  cases  of  the  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Measures  taken  by  him  to  prevent  the  spread  of  such  diseases 
include  exclusion  of  individual  children  from  school — cases  and  con- 
tacts— investigation  at  School  or  in  the  homes  of  possible  sources  of 
infection  and  disinfection  of  school  premises,  etc.  The  success  of  such 
action  depends  upon  the  early  receipt  of  notification  of  the  occurrence 
of  cases.  Valuable  information  of  the  existence  of  cases  of  non-notifi- 
able  diseases,  e.g.,  Measles,  Mumps,  Whooping  Cough,  etc.,  has  been 
supplied  by  the  Head  Teachers. 

All  cases  thus  notified  have  been  visited  by  the  School  Nurses, 
who  have  advised  the  parents  as  to  measures  to  be  adopted  to  secure 
efficient  home  isolation.  Exclusion  from  school  of  contacts  of  school 
age  follows  upon  the  receipt  of  the  School  Nurses’  report. 

During  1925  the  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  visited 
by  the  School  Nurses  : — 

Chicken  Pox 238 

Measles (32 

Whooping  Cough  17 

Mumps 1 

In  addition,  cne  case  of  Multiple  Ringworm  and  one  case  of 
severe  Eczema  were  excluded  from  school  by  the  School  Nurses  dur- 
ing the  course  of  their  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  children. 

It  has  not  been  considered  advisable  to  recommend  school  or 
departmental  closure  at  any  time  throughout  the  year. 

However,  certificates  were  granted  for  the  following  departments 
whose  average  attendance  had  fallen  below  60  per  cent,  in  conse- 
quence of  Epidemics  during  the  periods  stated  : - 


No.  of  Departments  obtaining  Disease  for  which 
Week  ending.  Certificates.  Certificates  were 

Infants  Senior.  granted. 

January  30th  6 » Influenza. 

February  6th o - ,, 

February  ldth 3 ,, 

March  27th I Measles. 

April  3rd I — 

April  KUh  2 — 

August  7th  1 — Chicken  Pox. 

August  14  th I — ,, 

December  4th  4 - Influenza. 

December  18th  2 

December  24th  2 — 
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Special  attention  was  paid  to  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  in  consequence 
of  the  prevalence  of  mild  cases  of  Smallpox  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

An  investigation  was  also  made  of  the  state  of  vaccination  of  the 
children  seen  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  during  the  year,  with  the 
following  results  : 

Of  the  I ,628  children  examined,  only  IIS),  or  27  per  cent.,  showed 
marks  of  successful  vaccination.  The  results  of  the  investigation  of 
the  various  code  groups  are  given  in  the  following  table  : 


State  as  to  Vaccination  of  the  Children  at  Routine  Medical 

Inspection,  1925. 


i 


rl'Ollp 


Number  Number  with  marks  of  lVrccutimt* 

examined  successful  vaccination  vaccinated 


Entrants  (6  years  old) 664 

intermediates  (8  years  old)  . 438 

Leavers  (12  years  old  and 

upwards)  129 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

(all  ages)  108 


120  22  "o 

101  2;  Vo 

1-U  36% 


41% 


1 628 


419 


These  figures  reveal  how  widespread  the  attitude  of  indifference 
towards  vaccination  has  become  amongst  the  population. 

I can  only  reiterate  that  we  are  neglecting  our  most  powerful 
weapon  of  defence  against  the  inroads  of  Smallpox,  and  at  a time 
when  this  dread  disease  is  at  our  very  doors.  Admittedly  the  type 
of  Smallpox  now  prevalent  is  mild,  but  no  one  can  tell  how  soon  it 
may  assume  its  wonted  virulence,  and  exact  its  heavv  toll  of  child 
life'. 

7.  ‘-Following  up.” 

Cases  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  or  elsewhere  to  be  in 
need  of  treatment  for  physical  or  mental  defect  are  re-examined  after 
a reasonable  period  has  elapsed,  to  ascertain  if  appropriate  treatment 
has  been  obtained. 

Following  up  has  been  undertaken  at  School,  at  the  Clinics,  and, 
where  necessary,  at  the  homes  of  the  children  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  and  the  School  Nurses.  In  this  way  it  has  been  possible  to 
keep  these  cases  under  fairly  constant  supervision. 

Records  of  the  results  of  such  re-examinations  are  carefully  kept 
on  special  cards,  and  special  registers  are  kept  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  cases  of  severe  physical  and  mental  defect  refetred  to 
in  Table  III.  of  this  report. 

Children  for  whom  spectacles  have  been  prescribed,  and  who  for 
various  reasons  have  not  obtained  them,  are  followed  up  at  home  by 
tlie  School  Nurses. 

At  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  or  during  the  special  visits  of  the 
school  nurses  (o  school,  the  children  found  to  have  nits  in  the  hair  of 
the  head,  the  children  found  to  have  dirty  bodies  and  the  children 
whose  clothing  is  found  to  be  verminous,  are  kept  under  close  observa- 
tion at  school  or  at  the  school  clinics,  by  your  School  Medical  Staff. 
For  this  purpose  it  is  often  advisable  for  the  School  Nurse  to  re-visit 
. school  a few  days  after  tin  inspection  for  conditions  of  uncleanline.-s 
has  been  made. 


9.  Open-air  Education: 

There  are  no  Da\  Open-air  Schools,  Residential  Open-air  schools, 
or  Open-air  classrooms  in  our  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

School  Camps  and  School  Journevs  are  not  undertaken  system- 
atically. Playground  classes  are  occasionally  met  with  in  the  summer 
months,  hut  the  vagaries  of  the  climate  in  this  district  seriously  hinder 
our  efforts  in  this  direction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  my  suggestion  to 
utilise  the  grounds  at  Werneth  Lodge  as  a Da\  Open-air  school  will 
receive  your  serious  consideration  at  an  early  date. 

In  the  meantime  a register  of  cases  likely  to  benefit  from  such  a 
school  is  being  compiled  and  kept  up  to  date. 

lu.  Physical  Training: 

The  services  of  an  Area  Organiser  of  Physical  Training  tire  not 
available  in  Hyde.  Physical  Training  is  carried  out  under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Head  Teachers,  and  cases  recommended  for  special 
exercises  are  referred  by  your  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ortho- 
paedic After-care  Clinic. 

11.  Prevision  cf  Meals: 

Dinners  are  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  chil- 
dren in  necessitous  circumstances  at  the  School  Canteen,  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  H\de,  on  five  days  weekly.  The  food  supplied  has  been 
plain  and  wholesome,  and  the  menu  has  been  adequately  varied. 

The  cooking  and  the  serving  of  meals  have  been  carried  out  in  a 
very  efficient  manner  by  Mrs.  Johnson  and  her  assistants.  The 
premises  and  utensils  have  been  kept  scrupulously  clean.  The 
teachers  have  made  arrangements  for  the  general  supervision  of  the 
children  during  the  service  of  the  dinners.  Children  are  recom- 
mended for  dinners  by  the  Head  Teachers  and  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 


In  19’2o,  1(5, 0b7  dinners  were  served  to  children,  whpse  daily 
attendance  averaged  f.'b.'i.  Mr.  S.  Ashworth,  the  Secretary  for  Educa- 
tion, has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  with  regard  to  the 
School  Canteen  during  ItOo: 


Month.  No.  of 

January  

February  

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  

September  

October  

November 

December 


Meals  provided. 

..  Ibis  

..  1(571  


1 !)( )7 
70(1 

Idt'S 

l o-.’ti 
lists 


Daily  average 
at 


attendance 
Me 
so 

s;t 
s(i 
si  i 
7 I 


(5 1 
b:t 
til 


I ()(Jo7 


7:t.:i. 


Daily  average  attendance 


Year. 

No.  of  Meal  provided. 

a i Meals 

7:t.:t. 

I ( (•>  | 

....  o;i.V27  

llo.tt. 

....  :to(>s.‘,  

1 dd. 

l:t;t. 

12.  School  Baths: 

The  arrangements  for  School  Baths  are  made  by  the  Secretary  for 
Education  and  by  the  Head  Teachers.  The  children  are  taught 
swimming  at  the  Corporation  Baths  in  Union  Street.  The  art  of 
swimming  has  reached  a high  level  amongst  Hyde  school  children, 
thanks  to  the  excellent  tuition  given  by  the  teachers  of  swimming. 
Miss  Daniels  and  Mr.  J.  Hayes. 

In  Hyde  the  number  of  school  children  who  swim  well  is  probably 
greater  than  that  of  any  Borough  of  similar  size  in  the  kingdom. 

Many  of  the  swimmers  and  water  polo  players  who  have  helped 
the  Hyde  Seal  Swimming  Club  in  its  long  series  of  championship 
honours  received  their  early  instruction  in  swimming  during  their 
school  life  in  Hyde. 

Id.  Co-operation  of  Parents: 

When  Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  about  to  commence  at 
School  the  Head  Teacher  of  the  Department  concerned  sends  to  the 
parents  of  each  child  a notice  of  the  date  of  inspection,  and  an 
invitation  to  the  parents  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 

Similarly  facilities  are  extended  to  parents  to  come  with  their 
ailing  children  to  the  Clinic.  The  parents  have  continued  to  show 
their  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Department  by 
their  attendance  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  and  at  the  School 
Clinics. 

The  rapidity  with  which  effective  treatment  is  secured  for  defects 
which  have  been  notified  to  the  parents  indicates  the  extent  of  the 
interest  taken  by  the  parents  in  the  school  medical  work. 

With  very  few  exceptions  parents  have  promptly  secured  treat- 
ment for  their  ailing  children: — 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  has 
varied  throughout  the  Schools  in  the  Borough  during  1925  as  follows  : 

Percentage  of  parents  present 


School.  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection. 

Gee  Cross  Council  64.3. 

Newton  C.E.  School 63.0. 

Flowery  Field  School  50.0. 

George  Street  Council  School  45.0. 

Leigh  Street  Council  School  44.4. 

St.  George’s  C.E.  School 43.7. 

St.  Paul’s  R.C.  School  33.7. 

Gee  Cross  Trinity  School  31.1. 

Water  Street  Council  School  30.0. 

Godley  C.E.  School  26.6. 


14.  Co-operation  of  Teachers: 

(I)  At  Medical  Inspection: 

The  Head  Teachers  have  co-operated  most  loyally  with  your 
School  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  in  the  work  of  Medical  Inspec- 
tion, by  preparing  the  cards  of  the  children  due  for  inspection,  by 
obtaining  from  the  parents  full  particulars  of  the  medical  history  of 
each  child,  and  by  arranging  for  the  attendance  of  parents  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection. 

The  Head  Teachers  have  also  contrived  to  secure  a suitable  room 
for  the  purpose  of  Medical  Inspection. 


Your  School  Medical  Officer  lias  endeavoured  to  assist  the  Head 
t eachers  hv  arranging  for  Medical  Inspection  to  take  place  at  approx 
imatelv  the  same  time  in  each  year,  and  he  has  tried  to  reduce  the 
interference  with  the  school  routine  work  by  giving  as  long  notice  as 
is  possible  to  the  Head  Teachers  before  Medical  Inspection  is  pro 
ceeded  with. 

(2)  Following  Up: 

Manx  of  the  Head  Teachers  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  to 
your  School  Medical  Officer  by  their  presence  during  the  following 
up  of  cases  at  School. 

(3)  Medical  Treatment  of  the  Children: 

The  Head  Teachers  have  assisted  your  School  Medical  Staff  b\ 
advice  to  scholars  and  parents  as  to  the  necessity  for  treatment,  by 
sending  suitable  cases  to  the  School  Clinics,  and  by  constant  and 
energetic  measures  to  improve  the  cleanliness  of  the  children. 

lb.  Co-cpei alien  cf  School  Attendance  Officers: 

One  School  Attendance  Officer  is  employed  by  the  Hyde  Educa- 
tion Authority. 

Cases  of  prolonged  absence  from  School  are  referred  by  the  Head 
Teachers  to  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  who  visits  the  cases,  and 
insists  upon  their  attendance  at  the  School  Clinic  if  no  medical 
certificate  as  to  the  cause  of  the  child’s  absence  from  school  is  forth- 
coming. 

The  School  Attendance  Officer  receives  daily  a nominal  roll  of 
the  children  who  have  been  excluded  from  School  by  your  School 
Medical  Officer  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  a list  of  those  children  who 
h.  ve  been  certified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  at  the  School  Clinic 
as  fit  to  return  to  School.  Cases  of  irregularity  in  attendance  at  the 
School  Clinics  hax'e  also  been  referred  to  the  School  Attendance 
Officer  for  action  by  him. 

10.  Cc-operaticn  cf  Vcuntary  Bodies: 

Co-operation  with  the  Hyde  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Committee 
is  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  this  report  (see  page  b(j) . 

The  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  : 

Inspector  F.  Pay  has  continued  to  render  valuable  assistance  by 
his  supervision  of  cases  of  child  neglect.  He  has  kept  such  cases 
under  close  observation,  and  his  efforts  to  secure  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  children  referred  to  him  have  been  conspicuously 
successful.  Prosecutions  have  been  rare. 

Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children : 

Your  School  Medical  Officer  has  compiled  a register  of  these 
cases. 

A communication  is  addressed  periodic  ally  to  the  Head  I eachers 
for  information  as  to  the  existence  of  such  cases  in  each  Department, 
and  special  appointments  are  made  for  these  children  to  be 
examined  by  vour  School  Medical  Officer.  Now  that  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  has  been  established,  your  School  Medical  Officer  feels  con- 
fident that  all  the  cases  of  Crippling  defect  are  receiving  adequate 
tre:  tment. 

There  are  no  special  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority,  with  the  result  that  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
securing  accommodation  for  Mentally  Defective  children.  A separate 
register  is  k<  pt  of  cases  of  Mental  Defect,  and  these  cases  are 
periodically  teste-l  by  the  Stanford  Revision  method. 

There  are  no  N'urserv  Schools  in  this  area,  and  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  of  the  County  Secondary  School  is  not  undertaken  by 
your  School  Medical  Staff. 


Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons: 

Conditions  of  employment  of  children  and  young  persons  in  this 
area : 

1 he  following  list  of  occupations  in  which  juveniles  are  employed 
locally  is  taken  from  an  admirable  survey  of  the  question  compiled 
by  Mr.  R.  Watson,  the  Manager  of  the  Hyde  Employment  Exchange, 
and  Mr.  G.  Platt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Hyde  Advisory  Committee  for 
Juvenile  Employment:  — 


Local  Occupations  in  which  Juveniles  are  employed. 


BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

1.  Cotton  Spinning. 

1 . Cotton  Spinning. 

2.  ,,  Winding. 

2.  ,,  Winding. 

3.  ,,  Weaving. 

3.  ,,  Weaving. 

4.  ,,  Warehouse. 

4.  ,,  Warehouse. 

5.  ,,  Bleaching. 

5.  ,,  Bleaching. 

6.  ,,  Textile  Printing. 

6.  ,,  Textile  Printing. 

7.  Printing. 

7.  Printing. 

8.  Emery  Paper  Manufacture. 

8.  Emery  Paper  Manufacture 

9.  Rubber  Manufacture. 

9.  Rubber  Manufacture. 

10.  Tailoring. 

10.  Tailoring. 

11.  Hat  Manufacture. 

11.  Hat  Manufacture. 

12.  Glove  Manufacture. 

12.  Glove  Manufacture. 

13.  Machinists  and  Soxos 

13.  Machinists  and  Soxos 

Manufacture. 

Manufacture. 

14.  Rexine  Manufacture. 

14.  Laundry  work. 

15.  Engineering  (Fitter  and 

15.  Paper  Bag  Trade. 

Turner) . 

16.  Millinery. 

16.  Engineering  (Electrician). 

17.  ,,  (Patternmaker). 

18.  Engineering  (Sheet  Metal 

Worker). 

19.  Ironfounder  (Moulder). 

20.  Building  (Carpenter  and 

Joiner) . 

21.  Building  (Bricklayer). 

22.  ,,  (Painter) . 

2.3.  ,,  (Plumber). 

24.  Paint  and  Oil. 

Your  School  Medical  Officer  is  a member  of  the  Hyde  Advisory 
Committee  for  Juvenile  Employment,  which  is  concerned  with  the 
placing  of  children  in  suitable  occupations. 

During  1925,  your  School  Medical  Officer  examined  the  following 
children  for  certification  in  accordance  with  the  Juvenile  Employ- 
ment Bye-Laws  under  the  Employment  of  Children  Act,  1903,  and 


the  Education  Act,  1918 

Bovs  36. 

Girls  

0.  Total  

. 36. 

Nature  of  Employment: 

Errand  Bov  7. 

Newsboy  . 

29.  Total  . 

. ...  36 

One  certificate  was  refused  in  the  case  of  a boy  who  was  suffering 
from  Facial  Paralysis  and  Debility. 

One  certificate  was  withheld,  temporarily,  pending  treatment  for 
I mpetigo. 

The  case  was  treated  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  the  certificate  was 
granted  on  completion  of  the  treatment. 
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I'he  total  number  of  children  examined  and  certified  by  youi 
School  Medical  Officer  under  the  Juvenile  Employment  Bye-Laws 
is  1 50. 


Year.  No.  of  children  cretified. 

1926 82 

1921 82 

1925 .'!() 


Total  150 

Special  Inquiries: 

Owing  to  pressure  of  routine  work  your  School  Medical  Officer 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  refrain  from  participating  locally  in 
the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  into  the  causes  of  Defective 
Vision  and  in  tin  work  of  the  Anthropometric  Committee  of  the'  Board 
of  Education. 

During  the  year  under  review,  at  the  request  of  your  School 
Management  Committee,  1 carried  out  a survey  of  cases  of  Defective 
Speech  amongst  the  Hyde  school  children,  and  the  following  report 
was  submitted  to  the  Committee  concerned  : — 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Hyde, 

2nd  July,  1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Management  Committee. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I have  completed  a survey  of 
cases  of  Defective  Speech  amongst  children  in  attendance  at  the 
Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

A circular  letter  was  se  nt  out  by  me  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  all 
departments  of  our  Public  Elementary  Schools,  requesting  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  cases  of  Defective  Speech,  e.g.,  Stammering, 
Stuttering,  etc.,  and  replies  have  been  received  from  all  the  Depart- 
ments. 

Particulars  were  thus  secured  of  99  cases  suffering  from  various 
types  of  Speech  Defect. 

During  the  past  month  I have  visited  all  the  Departments  con- 
cerned, and  have  examined  the  children  thus  referred  to. 

Children  who  were  absent  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  the  Schools 
were  subsequently  seen  by  appointment  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Of  the  99  children  examined  1 have  found  22  to  be  suffering 
from  a defect  of  speech,  which,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  mitigated  by 
a series  of  special  courses  of  instruction  such  as  you  have  suggested. 


The 

particulars 

of  the  cases 

are  as 

follows  : 

No. 

of 

Year  of 

Sex. 

Defect. 

Child 

ren . 

Birth. 

M.  F. 

Slight.  S 

1 

...  1911 

1 

6 

■> 

...  1912 

...  1 91  :l 

6 

9 

9 

1 

9 

9 

...  191  1 

...  1915 

1 1 

9 

9 

I 

:! 

...  1916 

:i  — 

:l 

...  1917 

2 1 

;l 

...  1918 

2 1 

9 
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The  distribution  of  the  cases  throughout  the  various  Schools  in 
the  Borough  is  as  follows  : — 

Leigh  Street  I 

Newton  St.  Mary’s  4 

Flowery  Field  .4 

St.  George’s  4 

Godley  4 

Gee  Cross  Trinity  2 

St.  Paul’s 2 

Water  Street  1 

Total  22 

For  purposes  of  special  instruction  it  would  be  necessary  to 

divide  the  cases  thus  referred  to  into  two  categories — (a)  those 
children  over  ten  years  of  age,  i.e.,  those  suitable  for  special  courses 
of  instruction  now,  and  (b)  those  children  under  ten  years  of  age, 
i.e.,  those  suitable  for  special  courses  of  instruction  later. 

It  will  be  seen  that  11  cases  would  fall  into  each  category. 

In  view  of  the  small  number  of  children  to  be  dealt  with,  eleven 
at  present  including  only  three  severe  cases,  I am  unable  to  recom- 
mend the  Committee  to  institute  special  courses  of  instruction  for  these 
children,  but  1 would  recommend  that  the  attention  of  the  Flead 
Teachers  be  drawn  to  the  children  in  their  departments  who  suffer 
from  Stammering  and  kindred  Defects  of  Speech  in  order  that,  as 
far  as  possible,  special  attention  may  be  paid  to  these  children  as 
regards  Phonetics,  Breathing  Exercises,  and  personal  encouragement 
towards  clearness  of  articulation. 

Your  School  Medical  Officer  will  take  every  opportunity  of 
impressing  upon  the  parents  of  the  children  the  necessity  for  similar 
action  in  the  homes. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NICOLAS  GEBBIE, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 
TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 
Number  of  Cede  Group  Inspections. 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Entrants  281  ...  272  ...  odd 

Intermediates  224  ...  21  d ...  148 

Leavers 219  ...  210  . . 429 


Total  724  ...  (197  ...  1420 


Number  of  other  Routine 

Inspections  02  ...  10  ...  108 

Grand  Total Id28 

B — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  1400 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  2115 

Total  4581 


Table  II. 

Return  of  Defect®  found  in  the  Course  of  Medical  Inspection,  1925. 


Routine*  Inspections  Sl’KC 


Number 
reel  uirin^ 

to  be  kept  N u in  her 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE.  \u>„Ut  ' <.i.  referred 

referred!  serration  for 
for  '’iif.  not  treatment 
treatment  requiring 
treatment) 


Malnutrition  

1 noloan!  iuess  : 

(See  I'a  Me  IN"..  ( troop  V.  I 

Skin — 

Ringworm-  Scalp  

— Body  

Scabies  ...  

Impetigo  

Other  Diseases  i Non-Tubormloiis) 


3 4 2 


2 3 22 

1 ...  37 

1 3 

2 116 

28  38  72 


Eve — 

Blepharitis  24 

Conjunctivitis  2 

Keratitis  

Corneal  Opacities  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Vision  (Excluding  Squint)  102 

Squint.  ...  17 

Other  Conditions  9 


11 


1 

40 

28 

11 


10 

24 

3 

8 

80 

2’) 

15 


Defective  Hearing 
Otitis  Media 
Other  Ear  Diseases 
Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only  


Enlarg  d Tonsils  and  Adenoids  o 

Other  Conditions  ...  12 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non 

Tuberculous)  1 

Defective  Speech  2 

Teeth — 

Dental  Diseases  (see  note  a)  l 44 

(Sec  Table  IV..  Group  I W ) 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease — Organic  j 6 

Functional  | 1 

Anaemia  , 18 

Lungs — Bronchitis  j 24 

Other  \on-Tuboreulous  Diseases  . j 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary- 

Definite  

Suspected  1 


Non-Pulmonary — Glands  j 

Spine  

Flip  

Other  Bones  and  Joints  

Skin  

Other  forms  

Nervous  System — 

Eplilepsy  

( horea  

Other  conditions  

Deformities — 

Rickets  ...  1 


Spinal  Curvature  i 1 

Other  forms  . j 8 

Other  Defeets  and  Diseases  j 40 


17  36 

7 49 

20  21 


42 

6 

3 

31 

9 

13 

11 


4 

5 

38 

12 


1 

15 

2 


1 


17 

6 

11 

73 

35 

2 

40 


6 

1 

27 

42 

1 


4 

5 

2 

" 5 
2 
T 

4 

1 


14 

2 1 

4 10 

95  173 


1 AES 

Nil  ill  her 
requiring 
to  he  kept 
under  oh 
servn  I i<  in 
hut  not 
requiring 
treatment 

1 


4 

5 
1 

11 

23 

4 

1 

1 

3 
31 
17 

6 

8 

10 

8 

22 

4 
4 

15 

10 

61 

3 

l 

15 

i 13 
30 
23 


3 

24 

6 


1 

3 

2 

3 

4 


1 

8 

271 


TABLE  II. 


B.  Number  c £ individual  children  (see  note  b)  lcund  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (Excluding  Uncleanliness 

and  Dental  Diseases) . 


Group. 


Xo.  of  Children 
found  to  require 
Inspected,  treatment. 


Percentage  of  Children 
found  to  require, 
treatment. 


CODE  GROUPS:— 

Entrants  

...  553  ... 

79  

14  per  cent. 

Intermediates  . . 

..  438  

97  

— 22  per  cent. 

1 ,ea  vers 

. . 420  ... 

78  .... 

18  ner  cent 

Total  (Code  Groups)  . 

..  1420  

....  254  

25  per  cent. 


Other  Routine  Inspections  108 


TABLE  III.— RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA 


Epileptics.  Suffering  from  epilepsy  which  is  Attending  Pubic  Elementary  Schools 

not  severe.  At  no  School  or  Institution  
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TABLE  IV 


Return  of  Defects  Treated  During  the  Year  Ended  31st  Dec.,  1925. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Disease  or  Defect. 

SKIN : — 

Ringworm — Scalp  .. 
Ringworm — Body  ... 

Scabies 

Impetigo  

Other  Skin  Diseases 
Minor  Eye  Defects 

MINOR  EAR  DEFECTS.. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

(e.g.  Minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc.)  


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment,  during  the  year. 

I ,’nder  the 
Authority's 


•eheme. 

( Itlierwise. 

Total 

24  . . . . 

■)  

‘>8 

20  ... 

...  1 

. . . 44 

. > . . . . 

5 

114  . . . . 

14 

...  12b 

til  .... 

10  

...  84 

17  .... 

21 

. . . 68 

b2  .... 

IS  

SO 

Ill  . . . . 

21  

...  145 

Total 


457  101  558 


TABLE  IV. 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


Under  the 
Authority  N 

scheme. 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint) . 
(Operations  for 
>qumt  should  be  re- 
corded separately' 
in  the  body  of  the 
Report)  05 

Other  Defect  or  Dis- 
ease of  the  eyes  (ex- 
cluding those 
recorded  in  Group  I).  2 


Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private 
practitioner 
or  at  hospital, 
apart  from  the 
A utliority's 

scheme.  Otheru  ise. 


•2.4  II 


4 


l ot  a 1 


1 20 


Total 


07  20  II  131 


lotal  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed: 


(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  so 

(b)  Otherwise  

il  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles: 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 70 

(b)  Otherwise  ;i:i 


8S 


TABLE  IV. 

Croup  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
1 lo'pitnl . 


By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
scheme. 


total. 


20  IS  38 


Received 
other 
forms  of 
treatment. 


Total 

number 

treated. 

. 52 


Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were: — 


(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist :- 

(2) 

Half-days  devoted 

to  : 

Aged  : 

Inspection  

. 6 

I reatment 

H2 

Routine  Age 

Groups  : 



• > 

. 4 

Total  

ss 

6 

. 191 

(3) 

Attendances  made 

. 148 

by  children  for 

•-’ll) 

treatment 

600 

(-4) 

Fillings  : 

Permanent  Teeth 

53 

10  

. 

Temporary  Teeth 

78 

11 

— 

— 

12  

Total  .... 

131 

13  

. 

(5) 

Extractions : — 

1 1 

— 

Permanent  Teeth. 

93 

— 

Temporary  Teeth 

899 

Specials 

. 163 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

992 

Grand  Total 

. Too 

(6) 

Administrations  of 

general  anaesthet- 

( b ) Found  to 

require  treatment 

...  373 

ics  for  extractions 

Nil 

(c)  Actually  treated  ... 

...  486 

(") 

Other  Operations  : 

( d ) Re-treated 

during 

the  year 

as 

Permanent  Teeth 

Nil. 

the  result  of  periodical 

examination  30 

Temporary  Teeth 

Nil. 

Group  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  during  the  year  by 
the  School  Nurses  


(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by 

School  Nurses  4696 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 
the  Local  Education  Authority  

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken: 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ... 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws 


Nil. 

Nil. 


